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FARE CONSULTATION
RECOMMENDATIONS
TO BE PUT TO TFL BOARD:

n Increasing Tariffs 1 and 2 by 5.51%
n Freezing Tariffs 3 and 4
n Increasing the minimum fare from £3.20 to £3.80
n Increasing the maximum Heathrow Extra from £2.80 to £3.60
n Introducing a £5.20 extra charge for dropping off
passengers at Heathrow Airport
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All of us at English National Opera (ENO) are delighted
with the relationship that is developing between the
LTDA and the London Coliseum. It has been our
pleasure to welcome so many of you to both dress
rehearsals and performances. Both the LTDA and the
London Coliseum are very much part of the fabric,
culture and life of our great city.
During the Covid crisis, ENO was particularly
active. We created 3,500 items of PPE for London
hospitals. We launched our ‘Free Tickets for U21s’
for any performance and so far, we have welcomed
over 12,000 young people into the theatre. We have
also created ENO Breathe which is a breathing and
wellbeing programme for individuals recovering

from the respiratory complications of Long Covid.
This has been extremely successful and now has
1000 patients being treated nationwide.
ENO Breathe is supported by charitable donations.
We wonder if London’s black cab drivers would like to
get involved? It is all very simple and should be a lot
of fun. The idea is as follows and is not complicated:
The plan is to prepare a book about the
experiences we all have travelling in black cabs.
Everybody has a London taxi story – drivers and
passengers alike. Speaking for myself there have
been some hilarious moments over the years!
The structure of the book will also be
straightforward. There will be 50 amusing stories
from London cab drivers alongside 50 stories from
celebrities and VIPs. We have yet to decide upon a
title. It could be something like ‘Cabbies, Comedy &
Celebs’ but it is all early days.
All proceeds of the book will be a charitable
donation and every penny will support the work
of ENO Breathe. The response from celebrities has
already been stunning and I now hope the response
will be matched by London cab drivers. All you have
to do is pen your favourite anecdotes into an email
and send to: cabbiestory@gmail.com
You may of course all be natural scriptwriters, but
please forgive us if we edit and formulate your piece
into a structure which works without influencing the
nuance and the punchline. I look forward to working
with you all on this project. I also look forward to
talking to many of you individually about this… as I
only travel around London in a black cab!
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BriteSpark Films is developing an important
documentary film with a major British broadcaster
about air pollution and its human health impacts.
The project has the support and involvement of
some of the UK’s leading scientific institutions and
air pollution medical experts.
We are very interested in speaking with members
of the LTDA who have been diagnosed with a
terminal illness, whether believed to be air pollution
related or not. We are especially interested in
speaking to individuals who have lived and/or
worked in London for all or most of their lives.
Any contact with us and / or information given
will be treated in strict confidence and with the
utmost sensitivity, with no obligation to take
things further.
Please email: air@britesparkfilms.com or call:
07511 872 433
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LOTTO
WINNER!
You’ve probably heard of the LTDA
Lottery. What you probably don’t know
is that since it started in 1986, we’ve paid
out more than £2,110,000 in prize
money to more than 400 winners!

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system or transmitted by any means electronic, mechanical or
by photocopying without prior permission of the publishers. The views and
opinions expressed in this publication may not necessarily be those of the
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issue(s). While the publisher will take every care to ensure accuracy, no
liability can be accepted for loss or damage resulting from errors.
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Congratulations to February lottery
winner, Richard McCarthy who
received his winner’s cheque of
£5000 from LTDA Exec Anthony
Street last week. Richard has been a
cabbie and an LTDA member for 20
years and was absolutely ‘made up’
to receive his cheque for £5,000 and
intends to spend some of the cash
on ‘taking a nice holiday’ with his
wife later this year.

LTDA LOTTERY
The first prize in our lottery is £5000 - every month! But you won’t win it if you’re not in it. Tickets cost £5 each per
month. And even if you don’t win, you’ll know that proceeds from the lottery contribute towards the LTDA advertising
campaigns run on radio, posters and AdVan.
To be in it to win it, call 020 7286 1046 and ask about the LTDA Lottery.
www.ltda.co.uk
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LONDON’S LEADING
TAXI INSURANCE
BROKER
Over 55 years of experience in working
with the Licensed London Taxi Trade.
• We work with A-Rated insurers, offering robust protection
• Rates for electric taxis now available inc. LEVC & DYNAMO
• Guaranteed Asset Protection inc. LEVC & DYNAMO

4

• Competitive rates for owner-operated London taxis
• Personal Accident and Sickness
• Policy excess protection and replacement vehicle hire
• RAC Breakdown available
• Specialist in taxi fleets

Call us to get a quote,
you won’t be disappointed.
020 8597 2622
cabsurance.com
Cabsurance is a trading name of Emrose
(Insurance Brokers) Limited which is
registered in England. Registered office:
One America Square, 17 Crosswall, London,
EC3N 2LB Company No. 00761961.
Emrose (Insurance Brokers) Limited is
authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority FCA No. 304324.

www.ltda.co.uk

@TheLTDA
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Fare Consultation
Recommendations
“TfL’s finance committee meets 9th March and presuming all is approved, the meter
companies will start designing the programmes for the new Tariffs ready for them to go
live on the 30th April.”
NUMBER OF RESPONSES

%

Taxi User

791

40.58%

Taxicard Member

31

1.59%

Taxi Driver

744

38.17%

Non-Taxi User

182

9.34%

PHV Operator

6

0.31%

PHV Driver

17

0.87%

A Representative of an Organisation

19

0.97%

Not Known

159

8.16%

1949

100.00%

RESPONDENT TYPE

Steve's comment

T

he fares consultation
carried out by TfL
has resulted in a
recommendation to the
TfL board that taxi fares (on Tariffs
1 and 2) are increased by 5.51%
and the meter drop is increased
from £3.20 to £3.80. They also
recommend freezing Tariffs 3 and
4, increasing the Heathrow extra
from £2.80 to £3.60 and introducing
a new extra of £5.20 to be added
to the meter when dropping a
passenger at the terminals at
Heathrow to cover the drop off fee.
All of these changes are due to be
implemented on 30th April.

Driver responses

The consultation on our fares
was responded to by just 1930
individuals and 19 organisations

Total
with only 744 of them being taxi
drivers. In fact, we were out voted
by taxi users, or more probably
respondents who described
themselves as taxi users. This
time around, the lack of cabbies
responding has not been a
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FARE CONSULTATION
RECOMMENDATIONS
TO BE PUT TO TFL BOARD:

■ Increasing Tariffs 1 and 2 by 5.51%
■ Freezing Tariffs 3 and 4
■ Increasing the minimum fare from £3.20 to £3.80
■ Increasing the maximum Heathrow Extra from £2.80 to £3.60
■ Introducing a £5.20 extra charge for dropping off
passengers at Heathrow Airport

@TheLTDA

problem – but going forward, we
do need to find a way to persuade
more drivers to respond, not
just to the fares consultation but
those on road closures and traffic
schemes. By not responding, we
enable the protagonists of the
various crazy road schemes and
LTN’s to claim that they have
overwhelming support.
There are some interesting stats that
come out of the fares consultation
though, such as that 47% of cabbies
think that our current T1 fares are
‘a little too low’ whereas 37% of taxi
users think they are ‘about right’. On
T2, 42% of cabbies and 34% of taxi
users think our fares are ‘about right’.
The biggest approval rating was for
T3 with 48% of cabbies saying it was

“T4, the Tariff for
journeys over six
miles (often referred
to as the ‘secret
Tariff’ because very
few members of the
public and even some
cabbies are unaware
it exists), was deemed
‘about right’ by 50%
of cabbies – but 43%
of taxi users thought it
was either ‘much too
expensive’ or ‘a little
too expensive’.”

‘about right’ and 31% of taxi users
agreed. T4, the Tariff for journeys
over six miles, which is often referred
to as the ‘secret Tariff’ because very
few members of the public and
even some cabbies are unaware it
exists, was deemed ‘about right’
by 50% of cabbies, but 43% of taxi
users thought it was either ‘much too
expensive’ or ‘a little too expensive’.
TfL’s finance committee is
meeting on the 9th March and
presuming it is all approved, the
meter companies will then start
designing the programmes for the
new Tariffs ready for them to go
live on the 30th April.

Euro V to VI conversion

The latest update on the conversion
programme is that the Vito has
finally been approved by TfL to
commence road trials. It’s currently
at Millbrook undergoing pre road
trials testing, and hopefully (all
being well), the road trials can start
in April. The cab will be fitted with
a veritable plethora of monitoring
and computer equipment which
will be remotely monitored,
with occasional visits to TfL and
Millbrook during the 10,000 miles
of testing. If the schedule stays on
track, we could see the conversion
approved for fitting towards the end
of the year, giving cabbies an option
of converting their EU V cabs to EU
VI and restoring their 15-year age
limit. The TX4 is a bit behind in the
process, having been inspected by
TfL and is currently having fitment
issues that were raised, amended in
order to comply. Hopefully soon it
will join the Vito in real world trials
on the road to full approval. Watch
this space for more news! n LTDA
www.ltda.co.uk
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Chairman | Paul Brennan

Tariff, War, Elections &
Road Schemes…
“We now have a serious issue with a war in Europe that will further inflate the cost of living and raise
fuel prices – all of which will impact the trade.”
Top rank

D
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espite calls from various
corners of the trade for
drivers to complete the
Tariff consultation, far too
few did. Early reports are that TfL
received just over 2000 responses
but only around 800 were from Taxi
drivers, so more non taxi drivers had
a say on the fares we charge in order
to earn a viable living than those who
actually do the job. The consultation
result was fairly evenly split, but as
Steve McNamara commented in the
last issue of TAXI, the middle road
of an increase to the flag fall plus
4% or 5% on rates one and two will
be recommended to the finance
committee for approval. If successful,
they will be implemented at the
end of April at the earliest so as to
allow meter companies the time to
write, have approved and dispatch
the software updates. It is also likely
that the £5 Heathrow drop off fee
will be a permitted extra. The fee is
due to come into force on 1st April
which will be a month prior to any
implementation of the tariff increase,
so we will go back to Heathrow and
request that deadline be extended.

War in Europe

No doubt the response from drivers
to this will be just as mixed as the
consultation responses were and of
course we now have a serious issue
with war in Europe that will further
inflate the cost of living and raise
fuel prices – all of which will impact
the trade. We are hearing the right
sounds from our government on the
news that they will do all they can
to make these increases as low as
possible with a reduction in the tax
on fuel an easy option to help – but
as always, they say or imply these
things, but will they actually follow
through? We will of course do all
we can to push for these cuts in tax
rates as well as other assistance as
and when required. Many older
drivers will be aware there was a
policy in place with TfL that drivers
could add 40p in extras to all fares
if pump prices hit £176.6p – that
policy is no longer in place, so will
need to be revisited.

Taxiapp Q&A

I had a very good response from
drivers in regard to the Q&A I had
www.ltda.co.uk

with Taxiapp, with many saying
they liked that I asked some difficult
questions (to be fair the questions
came directly from drivers not me)
and hats off to them for giving a
straight answer. If you don’t know,
Taxiapp are looking to move away
from the co-operative model in
order to be able to better manage
and expand the App. Some have
questioned this move, but it would
seem its mostly the usual ‘we know
better’ vocal minority on social
media as the vote held by the
Taxiapp team received a 77% yes
vote. I wish them luck in the future.

Local elections

The May local elections are not
too far away and if you haven’t
already, you may have had a few
councillors from various parties
knocking on your door. Please
use the opportunity to ask what
their policy on road closures
is and set them straight on the
chaos they are causing. Some
borough councillors are obviously
concerned as we have seen more
LTN’s, and road space schemes
removed or curtailed. I will be
writing to some key councillors
about their stance and then
sharing their views with the
readers of TAXI, so you know the
candidates’ positions on the issues
of key interest to our trade.

“I will be writing to
some key councillors
about their stance
and then sharing
their views with the
readers of TAXI, so you
know the candidates’
positions on the issues
of key interest...”

Road schemes

Speaking about road schemes and
the negative impact they are having,
the Covent Garden Road scheme
is quickly becoming the one that
drivers are doing everything to avoid,
closely followed by Euston, Kings
Cross and St Pancras Stations due to
the changes on Euston Road. We are
receiving multiple calls and requests
for taxis to service the queues of
passengers needing to continue
with an onward journey – but as you
all well know, in an answer straight
from the ‘no s**t Sherlock’ book of
responses, the reply is, “Sorry we
just can’t get there.” The very short
sightedness of the few that believed if
we make people have to walk or cycle
then they will, and not only will they,

but the numbers will increase by
tenfold. We told them then and will
continue to tell them, “It’s not going
to happen, so get your head out of
the sand and look at the reality of
the difficulties you are causing.”
As TfL puts out the begging bowl
once again for tax payers to bail
them out of the financial difficulties
they find themselves in, I can only
sit back and wonder how it can
be that on the one hand they cry
because the majority of income
they have comes from bus & tube
fares, yet they have a crack team on
£100k salaries trying to persuade
people not to actually use them –
the mind boggles.
Back to the Covent Garden
Road scheme or as its now more
commonly being referred to in the
trade, ‘the IKEA road plan’ i.e., once
you’re in, it’s not easy to get out
without visiting every single road
in the area. Whilst of course IKEA
saw fit to give you an option or two
to skip ahead, Camden Council
unfortunately have not. This is
now resulting in people avoiding
the area all together, which they
may consider is good in terms of a
reduction in traffic – but it’s certainly
not so good for the many residents,
hotels, theatres, restaurants, and
other businesses that require access
and people to be able to visit and
n LTDA
spend money.
@TheLTDA

We are not just a payment provider
you can rent your taxi from us too!
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TXe Comfort Plus and Vito EU5 and EU6 available for immediate hire.
Brand

TXe available at £350.00

CA13 VSN

For more information call us on 020 7655 6970
Office opening hours Monday - Friday 08.30 - 17.30

www.cabvision.com
cabpay.co.uk

Terms and Conditions Apply

Powered by Cabvision

@TheLTDA

www.ltda.co.uk
www.ltda.co.uk

Executive | Anthony Street

Chaos at
Every Level
This is 21st-century London – the best city in the world and the
Mayor of London should be held to account.

o say the impact the
Tube strikes had on the
capital’s road network
caused chaos – would
be a significant understatement.
I have been a cab driver for over
twenty-five years and last week
was like nothing I have witnessed
before. Each of the mainline
stations had two-three hundred
passengers waiting in line for
taxis, with queues going around
street corners.

which people now frequent less
regularly or avoid completely.
On the days of the strike action,
the amount of stationary traffic
sat next to empty cycle lanes
was plainly evident for all to
see. Park Lane, which has had
a traffic lane removed and
replaced with a cycle lane was
stood empty for most of the day
whilst the traffic stood still. It is
beyond bewilderment as to why
a cycle lane would be put on any
of the main arteries of a road
network. Place them on quiet
ways – which would work for
every mode of vehicle and keep
London moving.

Misery

Not good enough

Beyond bewilderment

Impractical ideologies

Streets ahead

T
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I received many calls from drivers
going to work to try and earn
a living after a long two years
dealing with a pandemic, doing
their best to give a gold standard
service… which was impossible.
When drivers had battled their
way through the traffic, finally
getting to station picking up a
passenger who wanted to go say
from Paddington to Westminster
(a cab journey of normally
15-20 minutes), it was taking
45-50 minutes. Passengers were
starting their day in complete
misery. Journey times which
would normally take 30 minutes
were taking an hour and a half.
This is 21st- century London – the
best city in the world and the
Mayor of London should be held
to account.
One of the major factors to
traffic levels is the lack of road
space. I have been informed
on many occasions when
attending meetings for the
trade that a taxi rank cannot
be put at a specific location
because it would have a huge
impact on lost revenue for the
boroughs – but they don’t mind
spending millions of taxpayer’s
money removing road space,
widening footways and putting
hundreds of cycle lane in place.
This just doesn’t make sense
to me and I’m sure you would
agree – it appeared to make no
sense either to the passengers
in your cabs last week, as they
commented in shock about
lost business revenue from the
pandemic being amplified by
the lack of accessibility to areas
www.ltda.co.uk

traffic levels, these members
of the public were not making
their appointments – medical
appointments many have
waited so long to obtain. Many
of the road closures, like on
Euston Road, which is coned
off but nobody working on it, is
shocking. This was a planned
tube strike with no forward
planning by TfL. Perhaps they
just hoped everyone would work
from home? If they did, they got it
wrong. Again.
The Mayor of London, senior

players within TfL and the
boroughs need to recognise the
chaos that is being caused by
closing-off roads in the name
of LTNs and cycle lanes, and
spend some time on the ground,
to witness the impact their
ideological decision making is
having on London lives. If the
Mayor or senior TfL staff from the
boroughs want to come out in my
cab to see what’s really happening
on the road network, I will be
more than happy to take you
n LTDA
around and show you.

When a member of the public
is having a serious problem
or when someone needs help
with a life-threating issue, they
are reliant on our fantastic
emergency services. Fire,
ambulance and police need
to attend situations as soon as
possible – that’s why they are
called ‘emergency’ services, Mr.
Khan. Instead, they are stuck in
horrendous traffic when every
minute counts the most. When
the public make those calls,
only to be told by an emergency
responder on the phone and by
the services when they do finally
arrive, “We tried our best, but the
traffic was at a standstill”, is just
not good enough, Mr. Mayor. The
effects caused by segregated cycle
lanes, in turn impacts every road.
We had reports of elderly
passengers and some wheelchair
users who had hospital
appointments and had no other
way to get there but to use a taxi.
Because people were waiting
on average two to three hours
at a rank because taxis could
not return to pick up due to

@TheLTDA
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HALVEY ENGINEERING
TX4 ENGINE SPECIALIST

SERVING THE TAXI TRADE FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS
RECON TX4 ENGINE - supply & fit with 1 year guarantee £2,100
BRAND NEW out of the crate TX4 engine supply & fit £3,200
Timing belt kit replacement £260
* All prices subject VAT
CALL TODAY:
OR EMAIL:
@TheLTDA

0208 312 2224
halveyengineeringltd@hotmail.com

Based in the
Woolwich area
www.ltda.co.uk

Senior Rep | Sam Houston

The Economic Utility
of Powered Transport
“One metric I never see mentioned is any measure of the economic utility derived by powered
transport – whether that is the internal combustion engine, hybrid or pure electric…”
vehicles because they want to
achieve more out of their day.
You can pick someone up, visit
a relative, get a weekly shop and
attend a leisure activity or sport
all in the same day if you have a
vehicle. It’s just not possible to
achieve the same level of utility
using only your legs – that’s what
an engine is, a machine to do the
work for you so you can get more
done. I mean if we carry on down
this road much further people
will start riding horses again!

Six Nations

M4 musings
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A

s things stand,
Licensed Taxis
will be required
to pay the £5.00
‘terminal drop-off charge’ at
Heathrow from 1st April. The
trade is continuing to try to
persuade HAL to continue
the current full discount.
There is an exemption for
Blue Badge holders, but they
will be required to register
on the Heathrow website to
receive this, which is clearly
unsuitable for ad-hoc taxi
hirings, so this effectively
discriminates against
disabled taxi customers – not
to mention disabled people
from other countries or those
who don’t hold a
Blue Badge.
Business
has

www.ltda.co.uk

improved markedly in
recent weeks, despite all the
international turmoil and as
always, airport drivers have
done a professional job moving
large numbers of passengers to
where they need to go, following
diversions or cancellations.
A by-product of the disruption
caused by storm ‘Eunice’ was
a viral video of planes landing
in extreme gales made by a
popular YouTube channel.
Feeder Park regulars are well
used to these sorts of scenes
as the TFP is right next to the
runway where planes land
and take off, but the abilities
of pilots to put a plane down
safely in such strong winds
is testament to their skill and
training, combined with the
incredible tolerances built into
the design of passenger jets.

Making a go of it…
I see Taxiapp managed to get the
result they were after in their vote.
I’ve paid into the venture for many
years and wish them well. Anyone
familiar with the history of the app
knows that a lot of people had a
hand in starting it and have been
involved ‘giving of their time’ for
the good of the trade. But those
now at the helm deserve their
chance to take the business
in the direction they want
to go and see if they can
make a success of it.
Vote or no vote, making
a success of a taxi
hailing app is an uphill
struggle and constantly

complaining about how the
company is structured is a waste
of everybody’s time and energy.
Pay in or don’t, work it or don’t
– but we can’t all be in charge as
business doesn’t work that way.

Subsidised?
I’m so tired of seeing active
travel campaigners claim that
society subsidises vehicle
users and trotting out long
chains of spurious figures to
‘prove’ it. Since the advent
of social media, we have
lived in a world of competing
ideologies to a far greater extent
than the preceding decades.
Backing these ideologies we
have statistics, available in
bewildering volume and variety,
wrangled by the tech-savvy into
soft mallets to beat the rest of
us around the head if we dare
to exist outside their narrow
consensus of acceptability.
One metric I never see
mentioned is any measure of
the economic utility derived by
powered transport – whether
that is the internal combustion
engine, hybrid or pure electric. I
won’t be guessing at it today, I’m
a cab driver not a statistician,
but whether you measure it
in pounds, shillings, or euros
I’m betting it’s an absolutely
gargantuan number.
We are relentlessly told that
for shorter journeys people
‘shouldn’t drive’, but this fails
to consider the real reasons
people use a vehicle for such
trips. People aren’t lazy, they use

I was lucky enough to attend the
England vs Wales, Six-Nations
game at Twickenham the other
day. There were 82,000 people
there, thank goodness, and the
atmosphere was brilliant. It was
a really exciting game in the
end, and I was struck by how ‘up
for it’ everyone was. People just
want to enjoy themselves on big
occasions like this and the UK
economy thrives on it.
These rugby days are really
good for the Richmond and
Twickenham cab drivers –
they’re flat out all day and long
into the night. It’s one of the
pleasures of our job that you
can take a day off if you need to
but the flip side of that I see as a
bit of a curse – every time I’m on
a day out I look at the ranks and
cabs and if it’s busy I can’t help
thinking, ‘I should’ve worked!’
Once again, I defer to older,
wiser heads who urged me not
to think about it. You can’t work
all the time. Lots of drivers work
all the hours when they first
come out, but that sort of level
is unsustainable in the long run.
If you work too many hours
and don’t make time for family
your health and relationships
suffer and sooner or later
something has to give. Better
to pace yourself and work at a
sustainable level. It is, as they
say, a marathon not a sprint.
Likewise, I never work to a target
– some days you’re gonna do
well, other days not, it evens out
in the end and you count your
money at the end of the year as
well as the end of the shift.
Anyway, for complicated
reasons to do with my Grandad I
support Wales at rugby, so I was
gutted in the end, even though it
was a great game.
n LTDA
Good luck out there.
@TheLTDA

Short and Sons Accountants Ltd
T: 01784 390021
M: 07481 479933
www.shortandsons.co.uk
sales@shortandsons.co.uk

Over 65 5-Star reviews & 100% Green Badge Owned!

Download our new App designed
to streamline your tax reporting!







Register as Self-Employed
Create an account with Short and Sons in 2 minutes!
Quickly send receipts and documents to us!
Use our Income and Expense template for Taxi Drivers
Use our Income and Expense template for Landlords
Link to our tax portal which allows sign off of Documents

Open your camera and hover until you see the link appear or use a QR Code scanner.
Alternatively, WhatsApp ‘Download’ to us on 07481 479933 to receive the link.
WWW.SHORTANDSONS.CO.UK
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One-to-One
Personal Service
Martin Cordell & Co

Accountants & Tax Specialists to the Taxi Trade

Our services include:

- Preparation of accounts
- Bookkeeping
- Tax Returns
- VAT Returns
- Payroll
- Tax enquiries and investigations
- Loss of earnings claims
- Company formation and advice
- One point of contact for ongoing continuity
- Easy payment terms

FREE & SECURE PARKING ON SITE

We understand your business and we’re here
to help, so let us take the strain of dealing
with your accounts and tax obligations.
With over 50 years’ experience of the
taxi trade and more than 30 expert
staff members, we believe that we are
the leading taxi drivers’ accountancy
firm in the UK.
Phone us today on:
See us at:

or:
Email:
Web:

020 8980 7161

Unit 6, Quebec Wharf
14 Thomas Road
Limehouse
London E14 7AF
9 Church Road, Stanmore
Middlesex HA7 4AR
info@mcordell.co.uk
www.martin-cordell.co.uk

CALL US TO ARRANGE A FREE FIRST CONSULTATION – IN PERSON OR OVER THE PHONE
@TheLTDA
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Columnist | The Nightwatchman

Protection from
Legal Entitlement
“Given that more criminal activity (as well dangerous issues on the road) seems to be
encountered by the night-worker – it may be wise to try and even up the ante…”
Night work update

D

riving a taxi at any time of
the day is always going to
be a challenge. Trying to
negotiate a way through
London’s horrendous traffic
and traverse routes which have
traditionally been the bread and
butter runs for the industry – only
to find that they are shut off – is
hard enough… Throw into the mix
some very demanding customers
who require cabbies to drive at
breakneck speed because they are
late for a trivial rendezvous and it’s
unsurprising that we cabbies really
do have our work cut out.

Legal entitlement
Despite both daytime and nightworkers doing the same job, the perils
of the job do differ somewhat. Those
who push a taxi through the wee small
hours have always been fully aware
that the night-time economy has
always been fraught with problems
and in some cases, serious danger.
Nefarious human activity, fuelled
by alcohol has always been a major
issue, but now with the changes in the
Highway Code, we must deal with a
new issue. No longer do we just have
to deal with stupidity, we also now
must deal with legal entitlement, an
entitlement which could be seen as
promoting reckless behaviour.
Previously, a common-sense
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APPROVED
DASHCAMS
n TXe
VUE VMC4
www.vue-cctv.co.uk
0161 877 2257

n Eagleeyes EE-5500
www.eagleeyesuk.co.uk
03330 110390

www.ltda.co.uk

approach was taken on the roads.
Pedestrians have always had priority
on any given street, however motor
vehicles were allowed to proceed
with caution and should an accident
occur, all aspects of the accident
would be looked at without prejudice.
That same approach was also taken
with cyclists – it was a prudent
and sensible approach. However,
due to the Highway Code changes
which came into force at the end
of January, a hierarchical system
entered into the legislation, giving
pedestrians precedent over cyclists
and in turn cyclists precedent over
motor vehicles. It has been widely
anticipated across many quarters
that all hell is about to break loose
and been described by many as a
recipe for disaster. The potential for
innocent motorists to find themselves
at the wrong end of the law for a
motoring offence which may be
completely out of their control (as
well as crash for cash ‘accidents’
taking place), is frighteningly high.

Protection
With night workers potentially more
exposed to some pretty dangerous
activities, such as unlit scooter riders
and suicidal cyclists (y’know, the
ones without working lights and
reflectors who wear dark clothing
and interchange between road and
pavement every time it appears
they may be required to stop or slow
down), we certainly are at risk. Of
course, let’s not forget of the plethora
of comically inebriated pedestrians
wobbling all over creation – they are
all a danger to a cabbie going about
his lawful business.
So how do we protect ourselves

n Vito & TX4
Street Angel Ct2020
www.camera-telematics.ie
0333 577 5373
n IncidentCam
www.risktechnology.com
+44 (0) 161 441 1114
n Vito/ TX4/ TXe
Vision Track
www.visiontrack.com
+44 (0) 1246225745

from the above hazards? Our best
friend in this situation is technology.
More specifically – the humble
dashcam. These little marvels can
be a real lifesaver where your career
is concerned. Given the ‘war’ which
seems to have erupted between
cyclists and motorists, CCTV has
become an essential piece of kit –
especially at night, where nobody sees
anything these days. Obviously, the
problems that are faced transcend
from night-work into the day-worker’s
domain – however, given that more
criminal activity (as well dangerous
issues on the road) seems to be
encountered by the night-worker – it
may be wise to try and even up the
ante, and installing some technology
may well help protect you…

What systems can be
installed?

There are of course rules
surrounding most electronic
installations inside a taxi. Any
dashcam system to be fitted, must as
a minimum, meet the requirements
set out by Transport for London.
These requirements can be found
by downloading a PDF laying out
the criteria regarding CCTV in taxis
which is available on TfL’s website.
I’ve compiled a list containing a
selection of dashcams which have
been approved to be fitted into
differing taxis at the time of writing
by TfL.
Please note: Only systems which
meet these requirements and are
approved by TfL may be installed
into a taxi. It’s also worth being aware
that all dashcam units installed in
Taxis will be inspected as part of the
annual licensing inspection. n TAXI

n TX4
IT500 & IT1000 Incident
recorder camera
www.intelligent-telematics.co.uk
+44 (0) 845 548 5447
There’s also a selection of
dashcams approved by TfL
available from the following
companies:
www.novusauto.com
www.smartwitness.co.uk
www.acss-uk.co.uk
www.exeros-technologies.com
www.cygnus-automotive.com

@TheLTDA
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Columnist | Wim Faber

New York Drivers Pestered
by Medallion Lenders
“Germany: ‘We don’t believe the market will be like what it was before corona’”
International
correspondent

I

14

sn’t it odd that when there’s
nothing worthwhile to report
about – newspapers without
fail turn to the taxi trade.
Recently it was the German trade’s
turn, as the ‘newspaper’ Bild, a very
similar publication to the serious,
well-informed and scholarly
Sun, prophesized the dying of
Germany’s taxi trade. Headlines
like ‘Taxis at death’s door’ and ‘Taxi
trade in crisis’ are common. Added
bonus: German taxis – particularly
en masse – make for great shots in
their prescribed ivory colour.
But this time things must be
serious as other, and more serious
mags, papers and TV joined the
fray. Now Germany is not an
exception. The trade in many
European countries – and in the UK
– has been hit hard and is suffering
the same ailments as in Germany.
Government compensation
measures for the trade have varied
wildly from country to country:
from the sublime to the ridiculous.
So, what’s happening over there?
German mag Focus writes that
of all trades, the corona crisis has
hit taxis and private hire hardest.
"Many don't know how things
should continue in the long term." It
has long since ceased to be just the
"historically high fuel costs" that are
affecting the industry.

Number of licenses
dropping

As everywhere the cancellation
of major events has played a big
part. Stopping Munich’s huge
Oktoberfest and a stiff drop in
‘live’ events and conferences
often going virtual, made for a
40% drop in taxi work. Michael
Oppermann from the German
taxi association BVTM, told
journalists that the number of
licenses in Berlin and Hamburg
is lower than it has ever been.
Post-corona he fears a drop by a
third. Historically high fuel and
electricity prices are not the only
factor though – stiff and often
illegal competition from Uber
& Co is another factor, plus the
increased use of private cars as
people are getting back to work.
Recently Mr. Oppermann told
German mobility ministers cabs
www.ltda.co.uk

Many New York taxi drivers are still
pestered by their money lenders,
despite a city debt forgiveness
programme.

‘Moment of hope
and triumph’
Bild newspaper portrays Germany’s ‘dying taxi trade’ in its biggest headlines.

should be better integrated in
public transport as in certain
areas they provide a much more
efficient, flexible and costeffective service than regular
public transport.

Dedicated drivers keep
working

Back to the reading table: Bild
‘newspaper’, rarely at a loss for
bold formulations, speaks of the
“dying taxi trade” that began “not
only because of, but mostly with
corona”. It’s not primarily about
drivers who are ill, comments the
paper, but about the “side effects
of the pandemic” such as falling
passenger numbers, skyrocketing
fuel prices, high maintenance
costs in connection with new car
prices going through the roof,
delayed deliveries of new cabs
and the minimum wage going
up. For cab users, this means
longer waiting times and price
hikes: another round in a ‘vicious
circle’ of higher costs and not
taking a taxi. Mr. Oppermann is
not convinced the relaxation of
the corona measures will result
in an immediate uptick of taxi
trade activity. Add to that, many
divers have scarpered to the
transport sector or joined public
transport companies.
Meanwhile, the love for the
job, partners with a good income
and grateful and regular clients
(schooltrips, ambulance work,
trips to vaccination centres) keep
many drivers in the job. As many

drivers are self-employed, they
can do long days and work for 3
or 4 euros (£2.50-3.30) an hour.
Taxi association BVTM expects
that in time the situation will
improve with corona restrictions
being lifted, but that alone will
not save the trade, "because we
don't believe that the market will
be like it was before corona."

Pestered by loan sharks

Remember I wrote about the
medallion scandal in New York
City In which many – mainly
foreign drivers were duped into
buying overpriced medallions
and got into a severe debt trap?
It seemed like the last-resort
hunger strike by about 12
drivers in November last year
made New York’s government
really tackle the problem with
a debt forgiveness programme,
restructuring loans.
But for taxi driver Mohammed
Motaleb, it recently felt like the
wild west when he was chased
by bailiffs at the taxi rank at
New York’s JFK Airport. With
force they tried to wrench the
medallion, a little tin plate, from
the bonnet of his Toyota Prius.
They failed to take Motaleb's
2009 medallion, but this isn't the
first time law firms – despite the
city’s relief measures – have tried
to forcefully recover medallions
for outstanding loans. In a letter,
Mohamed’s lender claimed he
should return his medallion so it
could be auctioned.

Despite New York City's
commitment to guarantee the
medallion loans, financiers of these
loans continue to put pressure on
the taxi drivers. “Oh my god, it was
a moment of hope and triumph,”
said Bhairavi Desai, director of the
New York Taxi Workers Alliance at
that glorious moment in November.
But for some medallion owners,
that moment of hope has proved
fleeting. City records show that
72 medallions were ‘recovered’ in
November, 87 in December and 94
in January. That's despite the $65
million (£48 million) medallion
owner assistance program that
restructures loans and provides
financial support to pay off debt.
For a long time, the medallions
had a value of one million dollars.
Now they are only worth a fraction
of that: around 200.000 dollars. The
rise of companies like Uber and Lyft
was partly responsible for the loss
in medallion value. The city of New
York hoped that all lenders would
participate in the restructuring
programme through a grant of
$30,000 (£22.285) per medallion to
restructure loans to a maximum of
$170,000 (£126.280). Yet taxi drivers
are – often literally – still chased and
pestered by moneylenders. Spare
a thought for these colleagues.
"These are the last breaths of an
industry of exploitation," said driver
Zohran Mamdani, who joined the
taxi drivers in their 15-day hunger
strike. “They hope to get their hands
on as many tens of thousands
of dollars as possible before they
submit to a programme that will
give drivers the peace of mind that
they will no longer be confronted
n TAXI
by bailiffs."
@TheLTDA
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Columnist | Steve Kenton

April 1993
(around teatime…)
You would think that the election of a new pope and the mechanical fallibility of a 1986 (D reg)
FX4S taxi could have nothing in common – but how wrong you would be…
almost £20,000, if you have
to deal with a catastrophic
mechanical failure like I did, you
could potentially end up with
an almost worthless asset and a
bill which dwarfs the cost of the
blown engine on an FX4S – even
after factoring in inflation.

A man in black

P

icture the scene, it's
April 1993 (around
teatime), you are
listening to that classic
U2 album, War (their best work
in my opinion), on the glorious
medium of tape cassette.
You're screaming out Sunday
Bloody Sunday at the top of
your lungs when you hear a
loud bang come from your
beloved battlecruiser, which has
a similar decibel equivalent of
a Robert Oppenheimer partypopper (this is why google
was invented folks – look him
up). Suddenly, your top-notch
Bono impression sounds like a
rendition of any given Tiny Tim
song, as you scream, realising
that you have a problem.

16

Smithereens

Ordinarily, when you see two
puffs of jet-black smoke followed
by a plume of white smoke, it's
usually a pretty safe bet that a
new Pope has just been elected (I
believe that this isn't the first time
that a papal election and Bono
have been mentioned in the
same article – but I digress).
This however is not the
case, for the engine
in your workhorse
has blown to
smithereens – and
what is worse,
you are still
paying for the
taxi and it's just
out of warranty

www.ltda.co.uk

Where do we go
from here?

– oops. This exact scenario
happened to me on the A12,
heading westbound just beyond
the Leytonstone turn off. A few
days after the vehicle had been
lifted to where I purchased it
from in Bethnal Green, I was
informed that the engine damage
was terminal and needed to
be replaced – the cost of which
would be well into four figures
– oops again. I was a struggling
Yellow Badge driver with a fouryear finance deal which wasn't
going to be ending anytime soon.
What to do? Sell, scrap, refinance,
cry, offer my body to medical
science? I opted to refinance –
oops for a third time…

Neymar Jr collapse

After approaching the finance
company, it appeared that
there was more chance of
Bono being elected Pope than
obtaining extra finance for my
mechanical mishap. Now this
is when I started to panic. I
can't refinance, I can't scrap
the vehicle nor hand it back
to the finance company as I
would still have a king’s ransom
outstanding and must pay it – as
well as rent another taxi whilst
watching my credit file collapse
like a #NeymarChallenge meme.
So, what was I left with?
Thankfully a knight in rusty
armour saved my heavily
exposed backside. One
of the Bethnal Green
fleet owners informed
me that he would
buy my cab and fix
the vehicle on the
proviso that I rent the
cab back from him (at
a slightly higher than
normal rate) for the
period of the remaining

finance or until I had paid off
a set amount – whichever was
quicker. To say that I ripped
both of his arms off in haste
to take that deal is perhaps
both an exaggeration and an
understatement.

Market availability

Now, my issues occurred on a
second-hand vehicle, at a time
when there was huge secondhand market availability. From
a new vehicle perspective,
two alternative vehicles were
available to taxi drivers, the
Metrocab and the Asquith –
with the latter being more of a
gimmick than a serious player
in the market. All three vehicles
however, (including the FX4)
were relatively affordable and
similarly priced and more
importantly relatively cost
effective to repair.
Moving forward nearly 30
years, our industry finds itself in a
very precarious position. With the
cessation of production of the of
e-NV200 Evalia van, the Dynamo
taxi is out of the equation where
the industry's choice of vehicle is
concerned. This leaves the trade
with just one taxi on the market
– the LEVC ZEC taxi – which is
an absolutely fantastic vehicle,
but very expensive. It also has a
relatively limited second-hand
market due to concerns over the
longevity of the battery.
Now comes the crunch… If
you plan to keep the vehicle
after an initial finance plan has
ended and are then financing
a balloon payment but cannot
extend the warranty on the
vehicle or the battery beyond
five years, you could have a
major problem. With battery
replacements currently costing

Given that up until recently we
had a choice of two vehicles,
the very traditional TX4 and
the MPV based Mercedes Vito, I
wanted to find out what drivers
felt about the style of vehicle
that they drive and whether
the Conditions of Fitness
were preventing other taxi
manufacturers from entering
the market. After posing a
question or two on social media
about the vehicle we drive, as
expected, I received a mixed
response. What was interesting
about some of the comments
was that some of those who
were advocates of keeping our
traditional shape, drive the
Mercedes Vito taxi. There also
seemed to be support for a
change to the 25-foot turning
circle, which for some appeared
to be a hindrance to the
industry. It is a valid point when
you consider that the current
regulation regarding the turning
circle dates back to 1906.
It is of course questionable
as to whether changes to the
CoF will open the market to a
greater availability of purposebuilt taxis that aren't traditional
in their design, however it's
hard to argue against given
that both the Mercedes Vito
and Nissan Dynamo were
both as far removed from a
traditional shaped taxi as they
could possibly be. Personally,
I wouldn't necessarily like to
see the Conditions of Fitness
radically altered, nor lose our
traditional shape – it is part
of the taxi industry's USP, its
exceptionalism. There does
however, come a point when we
should explore all options and
have a serious no-holds-barred
discussion. With drivers, both
in London and the suburbs
struggling to meet payments,
questions relating to whether it’s
time to ditch sentiment are no
n TAXI
doubt, circling.
@TheLTDA
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Subject: Clean air zones

Dear Editor,
Good morning.
On Friday 18th February, we were picked up by a black cab at Waterloo. The
driver’s name was Carla. I didn’t get her badge number.
What an amazing person she is. Carla drove us to Surrey, as all stations were
closed. The whole journey was driven with care and understanding of her
passengers. I am sure she will be hard to find – but if you can, please thank her
from us.
A good end to a traumatic day.

Dear Editor,
On the evening of Friday the 18th of February,
I had a job from Waterloo Station to Great
Southsea Street in Portsmouth.
On final leg of the journey, whilst entering
Portsmouth I noticed a very small and easy to
miss sign saying: clean air zone. The next day,
I went online and realised although the street
is outside the zone, I had inadvertently drove
through the zone to get to it.
Obviously, no amount of arguing the fairness
of putting the main roads which lead from
the A3 into Portsmouth is going to get me
anywhere, as it is plainly obvious from the
zone maps that it is purely designed to entrap
unsuspecting motorists into entering it and
therefore being liable to a penalty notice.
I did email them however, as on their website
it states that wheelchair accessible Hackney cabs
are exempt for the first six months of the scheme,
which started in November last year – however they said that unless I purchased
an electric vehicle within 6 months, I would be given a penalty notice. Therefore,
I simply paid the ten pounds rather than risk any further charges.
Apparently, there are other towns and cities around the country which have or
are about to bring in similar schemes and I think a short piece in the TAXI paper
would be good – just to forewarn any unsuspecting cabbies such as myself about
possible charges for entering them.
Had I not noticed those signs I would have been issued a £120 penalty notice
after six days of entering.

With thanks,
Sylvia and John Lillywhite

Yours sincerely,
Jeffrey Peckham

Subject: Thank you Carla!
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Columnist | Robert Lordan

The Case of
Craig & Bentley
Learn Rob’s tales of London crime history to increase your tips!
this meant the stakes were high: being
over 18, he was eligible for the death
penalty if found guilty – whilst Craig,
who was 16, was not. Technically
though, Bentley was mentally younger
than Craig, and this was further
proven when he was subjected to
IQ tests whilst being held in Brixton
Prison. These were conducted by Dr
Hill; a psychiatrist from the Maudsley
hospital who concluded, in 1950s
parlance, that Bentley was “borderline
feeble minded.” This was however never
disclosed to the jury and it took them
just 75 minutes to find the pair guilty of
killing PC Miles – although mercy was
recommended for Bentley.

Rob’s history tips

O
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ver the years, London
has witnessed many
controversial crimes.
Here’s the story of one
of them: the case of Craig and
Bentley… Born in Southwark in
1933, Derek Bentley enjoyed little
luck as a youngster. At the age of
five, he developed epilepsy after
falling from a height and banging
his head. Then, during WWII, he
was buried beneath rubble when
the family home was struck during
the Blitz – a terrifying incident that’s
believed to have caused him further
neurological damage. Shortly after
this event, Bentley’s family then
moved to Fairview Road SW16,
where he attended Norbury Manor
School and, just a few months before
he was due to leave, was arrested
for theft. This resulted in Bentley
being carted off to an Approved
School near Bristol, where it was
ascertained, he had the mental age
of a ten-year-old.

Unsatisfactory
performance

After being released in 1950, Bentley
found work as a bin-man in Croydon
but was fired due to unsatisfactory
performance. He was also excused
from National Service due to having
low intelligence. Sunday the 2nd of
November 1952 would prove to
be a fateful date for Derek Bentley.
Now aged 19, he’d fallen in with
Christopher Craig; a 16-year-old
tearaway who’d also been a pupil at
Norbury Manor, and lived nearby on
Norbury Court Road. After meeting
up that evening, they decided to try
their hand at burglary. For this, the
two youths equipped themselves
with weapons. Craig armed himself
with a Webley Revolver – he was no
stranger to guns, having already been
fined the previous year for owning a
firearm without a certificate. Bentley
meanwhile carried a knife and
knuckleduster – both of which were
given to him by Craig.

Notoriously unclear

The target they settled on was
a confectionary warehouse on
Tamworth Road, Croydon, which they
attempted to break into at around
9pm by clambering over the gate and
up a drainpipe. As the pair scrambled
about, they were spotted by a young
girl who lived opposite, and when she
www.ltda.co.uk

Wandsworth

“Craig armed himself
with a Webley Revolver
– he was no stranger
to guns, having
already been fined
the previous year
for owning a firearm
without a certificate.
Bentley meanwhile
carried a knife and
knuckleduster…”

told her parents, her father headed to
the nearest telephone box to contact
police. The police arrived quickly, and
by now the two youths were hiding
behind lift-housing on the warehouse
roof – Craig could be heard taunting
them from above. Detective Sergeant
Frederick Fairfax wasted no time in
going after the pair. He too climbed
the drainpipe and when he reached
the roof, he managed to make a grab
for Bentley – who broke free. What
happened next is notoriously unclear.

“Let him have it, Chris”

It would seem that Detective Fairfax,
upon seeing Christopher Craig’s

Derek Bentley

revolver, told the lad to hand it over,
which was followed by Derek Bentley
saying, “Let him have it, Chris”.
After this exchange, Craig opted
to open fire and the bullet grazed
Fairfax’s shoulder. Despite this
injury, the Detective managed to
arrest Bentley who warned him
that Craig possessed a good
quantity of ammo. By this time,
more officers were on the roof.
Craig fired again, this time striking
Constable Sidney Miles in the head,
killing him instantly.

Joint enterprise

Now cornered, Craig leapt from the
building and plummeted 30 feet
into a greenhouse and, although he
lay groaning with his spine injured,
he still managed to tell the first
officer on the scene that he wished
he’d “killed the f***ing lot.” He was
promptly arrested, and later charged
at Croydon Magistrates whilst laying
on a stretcher. Craig and Bentley
were put on trial at the Old Bailey
in December 1952 and due to the
concept of ‘joint enterprise’, both
were accused of murder. For Bentley,

Despite the fact that he hadn’t pulled
the trigger – and was already in custody
when PC Miles was shot – along with
the ambiguity behind the phrase ‘Let
him have it’ (did he mean shoot him
or hand the gun over?), Derek Bentley
was sentenced to death. Christopher
Craig meanwhile was sentenced to
prison and released in 1963. This
judgment led to much criticism and
an appeal was immediately launched.
This included a memorandum calling
for Bentley’s sentence to be commuted,
which was signed by 200 MPs – but
even this could not save the 19-yearold and so Derek Bentley was executed
at Wandsworth Prison at 9am on 28th
January 1953.

“Just follow me lad.”

The process was conducted by
the renowned hangman, Albert
Pierrepoint who was concerned
that Bentley – a tall, strong fellow
with a childlike mind – would create
trouble. His fears were unfounded.
Bentley went to the gallows quietly, as
Pierrepoint whispered in his ear; “Just
follow me lad.” Bentley’s execution
appears to have left Pierrepoint shaken,
and the case – along with others from
the same era – namely that of Ruth Ellis
and Timothy Evans (who was falsely
accused of crimes later attributed to
John Christie) would prove influential
in seeing the eventual abolition of the
death penalty in Britain.

Posthumous pardon

Derek Bentley’s family fought for many
years to secure a posthumous pardon.
This was finally achieved in 1993,
although his conviction for murder was
not finally quashed until 1998. Derek
Bentley’s remains were removed from
Wandsworth prison’s grounds in 1966,
and he was reburied in Mitcham Road
Cemetery. His gravestone now reads: ‘A
n TAXI
Victim of British Justice.’
@TheLTDA
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Having trouble getting a Mortgage?

We’ve got the knowledge.
Equity Release • Mortgage Advice • Protection

At Allan Reece Associates LLP, we work with the country’s
leading mortgage lenders to find the right solution for you.
For over 25 years we have arranged mortgages
for licensed London taxi drivers. Call today
to speak to one of our specialist team
and find out how we can help you.
Call now to arrange a FREE consultation

0203 935 7999
Capital House, Appleton Way, Hornchurch RM12 4XY • info@arallp.co.uk • www.arallp.co.uk
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
Allan Reece Associates LLP is Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Number: 798177.
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Feature | Cabbies do Meru and Kili 2

London Cabbies Conquer Mount

20 TAXI talks with Cabbies Daren Parr and John Dilane who have successfully completed
their fundraising challenge to climb Mount Meru and Mount Kilimanjaro – back-to-back…

Huge congratulations on this
achievement – I’d love to hear some
background about the challenge?
John: After successfully raising
£18,000 in 2019 for The Taxi
Charity by climbing Kilimanjaro
we wanted a bigger challenge
and planned to climb Mount
Meru and Kilimanjaro back-toback the following year, for the
London Taxi Drivers’ Charity for
Children and a children’s project
in Tanzania. Daren and I wanted
to climb Mount Meru first, then
other London Cabbies would join
us and together we would climb
Kilimanjaro. Due to the Pandemic
our plans were put on hold for
two years, but we didn’t lose
faith, we kept training, kept the
team together and finally we have
done it.

battered by torrential rain for
hours, clinging on to chains with
a deep drop at the side of us and
I can honestly say I have never
been so frightened in my whole
life. All the other teams that set
out at the same time as us turned
back due to the atrocious weather
conditions, but our guides
decided we could do it and on
we forged. I must admit however
that I did ask a couple of times if it
really was safe for us to continue!
I have honestly never known
rain like it. We were soaked
through to the skin as our
waterproofs just could not cope.
My gloves were like sponges,
and you could literally wring
out litres of water. On the ascent
you had to look for a safe place
to put every footstep while
concentrating on keeping your
balance. It was pitch black, wet,
steep, we were very cold, and it
all felt very overwhelming and
dangerous.

What was the first climb like?
Daren: Mount Meru was
definitely more challenging than
we ever expected. The weather
during our ascent was atrocious.
We had climbed Kilimanjaro in
2019 but Meru was a very different
mountain. At one stage we were

What was summiting like?
John: Although a smaller
mountain than Kilimanjaro at
just short of 15,000 feet, Meru was
steeper and a lot more technical
involving scrambling up rock falls
in the dark with sheer drops to the
side (one slip and its curtains).
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The weather was dreadful and
unusually the peak was covered
in snow and ice. Reaching the
peak was just the beginning
(descending can often be more
treacherous than summitting).
The final ascent and route back
down to the first camp should
have taken us about seven hours.
It took us fourteen!
Did you get a break before
you set off for Kilimanjaro?
John: We had one night in a tent
and one night back at the hotel and
then joined by fellow cab drivers
Lyndsey, Bob, Gary, Sarah, Stuart,
and Stella – it was time to tackle
Kilimanjaro. Our kit was still wet,
we were tired, battered and bruised
but we were never going to be
defeated by the challenge.
What is the Kilimanjaro
experience like?
Daren: Joining us to climb
Kilimanjaro was Head Guide
Jonas who has summitted
Kilimanjaro 380 times, an
Assistant Head Guide and 20
porters. Nothing is ever left on the
mountain, so the porters carry
everything up and back down
the mountain. We were carrying
about 10lbs but the porters carry
about 40lbs each. The ascent takes

about six days and they carried
tents, portable loos, cooking
equipment, all the food and
the medical kit. These guys are
amazing – each day they would
prepare breakfast, dance, and sing
as we set off, then take down the
tents, pack everything away and
get ahead of us on the mountain
so that they were ready when we
stopped for lunch.
To say that they carry
everything, the food is incredible.
Each evening we had a threecourse meal, and they even baked
and iced a celebration cake on
the mountain for when the team
summited.
Is it important to be part of
a team?
Daren: Absolutely. Having the
rest of the team arrive gave our
flagging bodies and spirits a huge
lift as we set off on the six-day
Machame route to Uhuru peak.
We had all trained together and
it was so important to have a
team you could trust with you.
The Tanzanians are as big a part
of the team and every morning
they sang and danced before
we set off which really gives
you the motivation you need.
Everyone suffered from altitude
sickness and any thoughts of
@TheLTDA
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Meru and Mount Kilimanjaro
to rock with a sheer drop to one
side, you trust these guys with the
most precious thing you have –
your life. I will never forget being
scared and feeling vulnerable and
the outstretched arm or hand that
kept me alive.
Did you all summit?
John: All bar one of the team
reached the summit, but sadly
Stella had to be turned back on
medical grounds. Being on top
of the highest peak in Africa is
indescribable and to share this
experience with a group of fellow
cab drivers is just the best feeling.

acclimatisation gained by the
Meru climb were dismissed on
Kili summit night as my body
reacted badly above 5000 meters.
The final two and a half hours
were torturous as I struggled up
like a boxer whose legs had gone.
I was literally dragged up the last
20 feet.
What’s the summit like?
Daren: The altitude does strange
things to you. As John came in to
view at Stella Point where we all
assembled for a cup of ginger tea
before the final ascent, Sarah said,
“Look at the state of this poor guy,
surely they’ve got to take him back
down” Despite being together 24
hours a day for the last six days
the altitude meant that Sarah
didn’t even recognise him.
The final hour of the climb is
incredibly steep, you are at 19,000
feet and it’s very difficult. But
dawn was breaking as we reached
Uhuru point and watching the
@TheLTDA

sun come up over the glaciers and
seeing the curvature of the earth
is the most magical and emotional
sight. It makes all the aches and
pains disappear for those few
minutes as you stand in awe
looking at the magnificent view of
Meru in the distance.
After climbing Meru and
Kilimanjaro back-to-back I felt
on top of the world, sharing the
summit of Kilimanjaro with six
other London Taxi drivers was a
phenomenal achievement. But
none of us would have made it
without the help and support of
our porters. Humble, respectful
people, very knowledgeable,
devoted, proud and ready to help
you accomplish your goal. As
the days go by, you get to know
them a bit more and they become
more than porters. When it’s
pitch black, freezing cold, you’re
exhausted hanging onto a rock,
chain or tree branch for your
dear life or stepping from rock

What did you do when you
were all safely back at the hotel?
Daren: We always planned to
donate 25% of the amount that
we raised through donations
to a Tanzanian children’s
project, so we visited the Uhuru
Orphanage just outside Arusha.
The orphanage is home to 23
children aged between 5 and 13
with a further ten older children
who were away at boarding
school. During our visit we saw
first-hand how little the children
have but were touched by how
appreciative they were of what
they had. The home aims to be
self-sufficient and the children all
help with the chores, milking the
goats, collecting eggs, growing,
and picking the vegetables and
cooking on the wood burning
stove. The locals are very
supportive and without them
bringing sacks of maize and rice,
life at the orphanage would be
much more difficult.
The land the home is on has
been sold and the orphanage
needs to raise $15,000 dollars to
buy land on which they can build
a permanent home to offer the
children a safe and secure future.
Your challenge is also raising
money for the London Taxi Drivers’
Charity for Children?
John: Daren and I have
volunteered for the London Taxi

About the Huruma
Orphanage

The Huruma orphanage is on
the outskirts of Arusha and is
home to 33 children. The land
the Orphanage is built on has
been sold and they need to
raise $15,000 to secure new
land for a permanent home.

Drivers’ Charity for Children and
have seen the smiles they put
on the faces of the special needs
and disadvantaged children that
they support. They haven’t been
able to either fundraise or put
on their much-loved seaside
trip to Southend-on-Sea or
their Mad Hatters Tea Party in
London – another casualty of the
pandemic. But do keep on eye on
their website for this year’s events
and if you can volunteer to help,
please do consider it.
Would you recommend
Tanzania?
Daren: Tanzania has my stolen
my heart. It is an amazing
country, and I would recommend
visiting for a holiday and if you
are prepared to put in enough
training then Kilimanjaro is
an incredible experience, and
I would recommend speaking
to Big Expeditions. Remember
‘money goes in your wallet, but
memories stay in your mind
forever!’ After two amazing visits
to this special country, I have so
many fond memories that I will
recall for the rest of my life.
Donations can be made via
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
daren-parr1

n TAXI

About London Taxi
Drivers' Charity for
Children

The London Taxi Drivers’
Charity for Children arranges
days out in the UK, for special
needs and disadvantaged
children and provides funding
to support children who need
recreational, technology and
mobility equipment.
Founded in 1928, the charity
is funded totally through
donations and supported by
an amazing group of volunteer
London Taxi Drivers who
give up their time to take the
children and their carers on
day trips.
Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Cornwall is Patron.
www.ltcfc.org.uk
www.ltda.co.uk
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Spieling Cabmen
Al discovered early on in his cabbing career that his colleagues’ zest for gambling was
‘unbridled.’ They spieled around the clock, and there were 24/7 venues that catered for them…
Cabbie chronicles

T

22

he first thing I did when
I got my badge all those
years ago, was go to
the betting office. Well,
not quite – the very first thing, I
actually did was run out of the
Carriage Office in Penton Street,
flag down a cab on Penton Rise
and ask the old cabbie to take me
to Johnny Nelson’s cab garage in
Richmond Road, Hackney, where
I’d done my wangling (wangling,
was the name given to borrowing
a taxi, from the garage you were
going to work for when you got
your badge – unlike nowadays,
as you don’t even have to take a
driving test in a taxi) and I knew
a cab would be waiting for me.
Wrong! I didn’t know the rules.
Renting a cab meant it was
available for a ‘shift’. Shifts, as
stipulated by the strict Transport
and General Workers’ (cab section),
ran from 6am to 6pm. In my
eagerness to climb aboard my first
cab and go to work, I’d turned up
four hours early, and had a lot of
time to kill. What to do? I overcame
my initial shyness and chatted to a
likely looking ‘geezer’ in a shabby
coat sitting in the drivers’ shabby
waiting room, avidly perusing a
racing newspaper.

Yiddish curses

I knew absolutely nothing about
‘spieling’ (the term used in the
Jewish community for ‘gambling’),
but I was soon about to discover
that it was a huge way of life to my
new cabbie colleagues. I never saw
my old man bet on the horses, even
though I worked with him in an
East End warehouse for six months
whilst I was on the Knowledge.
Playing cards was his forte’, either
at ‘whist drives’ all over nocturnal
London, or in our small flat’s one
habitable room, where my dad
would relegate my mum to the tiny
galley kitchen whilst he held court
amongst the elderly neighbours.
This consituted half-a-dozen old
blokes, with various broken English
accents, vociferously abusing each
other with guttural Yiddish curses.

A serious way of life

My first foray into a betting office was
in the company of Haimishe Harold,
the first cab driver I befriended
in Johnny Nelson’s buzzing fleet
www.ltda.co.uk

garage, and who’d taken me under
his wing. I remember him taking me
across the Hackney Road to ‘Reg’s
Licensed Betting Office, a smallpremises with a large blacked-out
front window. I was amazed. It was
an unknown world. There was a
crackly loudspeaker clamped to
the newspaper decorated wall,
and a huge blackboard which took
up another slab of wall behind
the counter. A young guy, no
older than me, was shouting out
and chalking up numbers on the
blackboard. Looking around, I
noticed miscellaneous punters,
some wearing flat caps and
others wearing grimy overalls all
fastidiously, studying ‘the odds’, and
who, like me, had migrated across
the Hackney Road, from the noise
and smell of grimy, post war diesel
cabs, to push their luck at Sandown
Park. I soon discovered that betting
on the horses was a serious way of
life for a lot of cabmen.

Unbridled gambling
zest

My very first bet, way back in
October 1966, was an ‘each way
double’. One of the horses was
called JFK; along with my other
selection, whose name I can’t
remember. It came in first! Luckily,
my winning streak only stretched
to that one meeting, and I soon
found other ways to dispose of
my gelt. Sadly, too, I learned only
recently, that JFK, my winning nag,
was even less fortunate than me.
In a subsequent race he suffered
an injury and had to be put down.
I don’t know what ever happened

to my other ‘each way.’ That was my
‘Butterboy’ experience in the first
few weeks of driving a ‘real London
droshky.’ The blokes were shrewder,
cannier and as worldly wise as any
of the top flight ‘suits,’ who were
beginning to inhabit the executive
floors of the multi-story offices,
starting to push their way up from
the bomb rubble and Victorian
clutter of ‘The City’. I discovered
my cab driving colleagues’ zest for
gambling was ‘unbridled.’ They
spieled around the clock, and there
were 24/7 venues that catered for
them. Joe Coral’s, (before it became
an entertainment conglomerate),
was one of them. I never dared visit.
From the tales of my late fatherin-law, who, too-often, deposited
his weeks barbering wages in
what I imagined was a Damon
Runyonesque den, tucked murkily
away as it was, behind the shops
and kosher deli on Stamford Hill.
If you were looking for a cab in the
early hours, that’s where you’d find
one, but not, necessarily, with a
driver behind the wheel.

Raids

As the Public Carriage Office grew
more flexible, the cab moved
gradually into the 20th century and
became more sophisticated; so
too, did the drivers. Up at the flyers,
like the green huts before them, a
‘sophisticated’ shelter at the feeder
park, was constructed to cater for the
hundreds of drivers who ‘worked’
the airport. It didn’t take long before
unofficial gambling appeared on the
menu to compliment the excellent
grub supplied by the late Doug

Sherry. Individual drivers were still
betting on dogs and horses, the
more cerebral were playing chess
and backgammon. The only time I’d
ever encountered backgammon was
in a compendium of games – along
with ludo, draughts and snakes and
ladders, but nobody I knew, knew
how to play. Up at the Feeder Park,
drivers honed their backgammon
skills to such an extent, that a
number of them were successful
contenders in international
backgammon events – and made
quite a few quid in the process.
Gaming at the feeder park stopped
abruptly, when the airport police
raided the premises. The drivers
involved were warned
and cautioned.
Likewise, The London Cab
Company’s, Royal Oak Canteen, set
in the old goods yard at Paddington
Station. An illegal gaming joint was
set-up, tucked away at the back
of the premises. It, too, was shut
down, initially, not because of the
spieling, but the fact that duty-free
cigarettes and booze were being
flogged there. Everything came to
a grinding halt when Customs and
Excise made an untimely entrance.

Be careful…

The old chalk-board betting offices
have moved onwards and upwards,
now employing state-of-the-art
technology in Vegas-like ambience
and offering algebraic odds to
tempt anyone willing to chance
the next cab fare or maybe a day’s
takings. Be careful though, it might
only take one decent win – and
you’re hooked… n TAXI
@TheLTDA

Meet the LTDA legal team
Driving a taxi for many hours of the day in one of the world’s most
congested cities is a challenging task. Cabbies often fall victim to
complaints and false accusations from police, passengers and other road
users (especially cyclists and PHV drivers). When these events arise it’s
comforting for LTDA members
to know that they have the
immediate support of the best
specialist in-house legal team in
the business. The success rate of
the LTDA Legal Team is second
to none. In fact, according to
Criminal Justice Statistics, LTDA
members defended by our team are
FOUR times more likely than the
national average to be acquitted of
allegations made against them.

John Luckhurst
Senior Partner

Charlotte Collett
Solicitor

Tom Poulson

I joined the LTDA when I first got my
badge and it turned out to be the best
thing I ever did. Due to an unfortunate
set of circumstances I ended up getting
my licence revoked by TfL. I turned
to John Luckhurst, one of the LTDA’s
legal eagles, for assistance. John went
to great lengths to prepare a detailed
appeal against TfL’s decision and briefed
a brilliant barrister to represent me in
court. The appeal was successful and
saved my livelihood. LTDA subscriptions
are only four quid a week, which is less
than a pint, and three pounds can be
claimed against tax. I can’t believe that
every cabbie in town is not a member.

“FOUR times more likely than the
NATIONAL average to get an acquittal”
Ken Jackson
The LTDA’s solicitors
and support team,
could not have been
more helpful when I
first informed them
that an allegation
had been made
against me. The
LTDA was quick to
check all the CCTV
cameras in the area
and arrange for
plans of the location
to be drawn up.
Witness statements
were also obtained
and Mr Demidecki
was successful in
getting the Crown
Prosecution Service
to drop the case
against me. Thanks
LTDA - an all-round
brilliant service!

@TheLTDA

Farouk Merdjane

I was involved in an accident whilst driving my
cab in Shepherd’s Bush. I wasn’t too worried
about it because I was confident that it wasn’t
my fault and the insurance would sort it out.
A short while later I received a summons for
driving without due care and attention. I had
no witnesses to help me, but the other driver
had produced “independent” witnesses out of
thin air! I quickly contacted the LTDA’s legal
department and they immediately visited
the scene of the incident and arranged for
professional photographs to be recorded. I
later appeared before magistrates at Lavender
Hill Court, where the LTDA barrister tied the
witnesses up in knots and demonstrated they
could not have seen what they said they had.
Thank you, LTDA legal department; you gave
me an excellent service.

Paul
Baxter
I was filled
with confidence
the very first
time I contacted
the LTDA’s
legal team and
as it turned
out, I certainly
wasn’t
disappointed.
They did a
great job in
sorting out my
problem with
TfL. They’ve
got to be the
best in the
business!

“LTDA subscriptions cost
less than four quid a week”
www.ltda.co.uk
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Mount Pleasant

D

Itchycoo Park

O
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ver the decades, there has
been many a song written
about the sprawling metropolis
that is London, however, there is
one which has been the source
of much debate, speculation and
confusion – all of which continue
to this day. The classic, Itchycoo
Park, was written and recorded by
the Small Faces in 1967. It reached
number 3 on the UK charts and
incredibly, number 16 on the
US Billboard chart – no mean
feat for a little-known British rock
group… but what and where was
Itchycoo Park?
Conventional wisdom dictates
that Itchycoo Park was actually
Little Ilford Park, which sits
on the west bank of the River
Roding, alongside the A406 and
has it’s main entrance in Church
Road, Manor Park E12. During
a 1975 interview with Creem
magazine, Small Faces lead singer
and songwriter, Steve Marriot,
said: “Itchycoo Park is the nickname
of Little Ilford Park in London”.
He also stated: “An Itchycoo’ is
slang for a flower found in the
park called a Stinging Nettle” This
location was later confirmed by
co-writer Ronnie Lane, during a
1991 interview with Record Hunter.
Mystery solved, right? – Wrong!
Steve Marriott later claimed
that Itchycoo Park was in fact
Valentines Park in Cranbrook
Road, Ilford. He also claimed that
he used to go there and get stung
by wasps. This explanation was
reiterated by actor Tony Robinson,
who was a childhood friend of
Marriott. So which version of the
truth is correct? With Marriott
originating from Manor Park and
Lane from Plaistow, it’s highly
likely that the first location is the
correct one – and given that the
song is a biographical song about
‘bunking off’ school, you may well
ask what child would travel a mile
and half to another park just to get
stung by wasps?

www.ltda.co.uk

id you know that Mount Pleasant Royal Mail Sorting Office, situated by the junction of Farringdon Road and
Rosebery Avenue was one of the largest sorting offices in the world? No? Well, there’s more… you see, this
particular sorting office is situated on the site of what was, Coldbath Fields Prison, otherwise known as Clerkenwell
Gaol. The prison opened in 1794 and was used to hold prisoners who had been issued with sentences of two years
or less. This particular penal institution held men, women and children until 1850, when it became a male only
establishment. It was notorious for its strict regime of silence and its use of the treadmill. The prison, which took it’s
name from Cold Bath Spring, was so notorious, it prompted poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge to write the line in his
poem The Devil’s Walk: “As he went through Coldbath-fields, he saw a solitary cell; And the devil was pleased, for it
gave him a hint for improving his prisons in hell.”
Coldbath Square still exists today and situated opposite the sorting office off Roseberry Avenue. As for the
name Mount Pleasant? This has ironic origins due to the fact the street was originally a country track, running
down to the nearby River Fleet – a tributary off the River Thames which became an open sewer and allegedly
stank to high heaven. It gained its name in the 1730s after locals had begun to dump cinders and other refuse at
the location. Effluence also used to collect there, however this was usually shifted to nearby Laystall Street. In
turn, Toshers or sewer scavengers used to comb through the filth in search of their fortune. This gave rise to the
term “load of old tosh” which is still used today.

Nancy’s Steps

N

o self-respecting London cabbie could not
know where Nancy’s Steps are situated – but
you could certainly be forgiven for not knowing their
significance to the landscape of London…
Nancy’s Steps and arch located at Montague Close,
SE1 are the last surviving fragments of the 1831
London Bridge built by Sir John Rennie. The steps
were the scene of the murder of Nancy by her lover,
Bill Sikes in Charles Dickens’ immortal classic Oliver
Twist – or were they? In May 1838, William Hubbard,
discovered the body of 25-year-old, girlfriend,
maidservant and prostitute, Eliza Grimwood, in her
Waterloo home. Her throat had been slit from ear to
ear and she had almost been beheaded.
An inquest took place, but with both robbery
and client dispute ruled out, attention soon turned
to Hubbard, who was also married to somebody
else. The press of the day claimed that he had been
violent toward his wife and frequently argued with
Eliza, too. It appeared that Grimwood knew her
attacker, however there was evidence in Hubbard’s
favour and as a result the case against him was never
proved. Given the publicity surrounding the murder,
Dickens, along with the rest of the country, were
acutely aware of this heinous crime. At the same time, Dickens was under pressure to complete Oliver Twist and
was facing issues surrounding where to go with the plot. Having already established Bill Sikes as a violent bully
who shares a room with his prostitute girlfriend, he used the Grimwood murder as his inspiration, emulating
a number of aspects of the murder, including having Nancy killed in her room. This of course, differs from the
Lionel Bart musical, Oliver, which depicts Nancy being murdered at the foot of London Bridge.
So, there you go, Nancy’s murder which was based on a real-life incident, is commemorated at a location where
n TAXI
the murder never actually took place – neither in real life nor in the book!
@TheLTDA

‘The
Professionals’

– What sets those with ‘The
Knowledge’ apart from the rest?

W

hat does it mean to be a professional in 2022? When
does an occupation or a job become professionalised?
What makes those with ‘The Knowledge’ different from
other “… suppliers of transportation services…?”
A brief background search produces suggestions as to what the makeup of a ‘professional activity’ might involve. Modern definitions include
notions of ‘accountability; integrity; competency; knowledge and
qualifications’ – deprive a Knowledge Boy or Girl of a 5G network and
these skills would still exist, though some other ‘suppliers of transportation
services’ might well struggle!

Some of the key ingredients of ‘professionalism’ involve:
‘The deployment of formal certified learning’
Can other ‘suppliers of transportation services’ really claim to be engaged in
doing this? Possibly, though that might depend on the depth and quality of
learning involved in order to be accredited. In what world can those that pass
‘The Knowledge’ be compared to the learning involved to obtain other roadbased transportation service operator licenses?
‘A professional owns the power, skills and freedom to problem solve.’
It’s pretty certain that an individual having the means to purchase and
blindly follow a mobile device with a sat-nav app doesn’t meet this threshold.
‘Knowledge Boys & Girls’ have in-built ‘chips and processors’ that deploy
real knowledge, in real time. Out on the roads, real professionalism isn’t
dependent on the battery life of a mobile device or if that device knows that
the football kicked off late or is going to penalties - which will impact on both
journey time and route choice.
‘A professional possesses the ability to make decisions in the best
interests of others.’
We know that this level of responsibility is based on the use of specific,
localised, operational expertise - rather than hoping a digital device can

provide an AA graded Knowledge rating of a route selection in line with traffic
conditions, whilst ensuring a disabled passenger arrives at the entrance to
their hotel which has suitable wheelchair access and porter assistance.
Those who possess ‘The Knowledge’ and have responded to the strength
of the calling to the highest standards of the profession don’t just know the
optimum route within an ever-changing landscape, they know its history
too. If the formation of a professional identity is also about ‘providing a
specialised service to society,’ those professionals with the ability to share
that learning with their passengers are actually, inter-generational custodians
of present-day and historical London knowledge. Black cab drivers are
trusted ‘old school influencers’ in relation to the sites, attractions, facilities,
services and cultural traditions of the capital – including being ambassadors
of a historic trade, which is known as the best taxi service in the world.
All this, whilst transporting passengers in the most direct and safest
manner, in accordance with codes, ethics and the standards of a professional
community of operators.
Those with ‘The Knowledge’ have often picked up and are moving before a
passenger has informed them of their destination – professionals are not sat
around backing up traffic, typing postcodes into gadgets, in the hope a device
can professionalise their practice and make them what they are not.
When people are lost - a professional finds them and gets them where they
need to go. When they are too tired to go on - a professional takes the reins
and when they are late for what’s important to them, professional road craft
and knowledge get them to their destination safely and quickly.
So how are those with ‘The Knowledge’ valued and whose responsibility
should it be to promote the identities and activities of such professionals, in
turn separating them from other “suppliers of transportation services…?”
You are professionals. We know it.
Let’s ensure everybody else knows it and values it too.

n The LTDA are here to represent, protect and ensure recognition of the
professional practice, identity and standards of our members.

@TheLTDA
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APPLICATION FORM
Name
Address
Postcode
Telephone

Mobile

Email

Twitter

Date of Birth

Badge No.

Badge colour (Please state whether green or yellow)

Year badge obtained

Suburban badge sector numbers
Have you ever been a member of the LTDA before? (please tick)

Yes

Do you currently have points on your DVLA driving license? (please tick)

No
Yes

No

If Yes how many points do you have?
Please tick if you DO NOT wish to receive information from the LTDA and other related organisations in the future? 
I understand that my application for membership of the Association must be approved by the Council of Management and that until
this is confirmed I am not eligible to vote in relation to any form of Association matters. I agree that all benefits prior to approval of
membership shall be at the discretion of the Council of Management.
Please note: We do not provide assistance for any matters that have occurred prior to you joining LTDA.
Signed

26

Date

LTDA Basic Direct Debit Instructions

TWO
MONTHS
FREE
FOR
FIRST
JOINERS
TWO
MONTHS
FREE
FOR
NEWTIME
MEMBERS

Service User Number

Instructions to your Bank/Building
Society to pay Direct Debits:

9 1 4 4 2 8

For Office use only

Please complete parts 1 to 5 to instruct your branch to make
form to
direct payments from your account. Return
Then return
the form to the
LTDA,
FREEPOST,
(PAM
2005),
London
W9
2BR
LTDA,
FREEPOST,
London,
SE1
1PP
FREEPOST LTDA

1 Please write the name and full postal address of your
branch in the box (left)

To the Manager of

2 Name of account holder
3 Account number
4 Bank Sort Code

Bank/Building Society Address

Banks/Building Societies may not accept instructions to pay Direct Debit from
some types of account.

5 Signature(s)
Date
This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer

The Direct Debit Guarantee
• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
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Brain twister |

Puzzler
page
So you know every street and every run between two points in London? Let’s now see
how your knowledge stands up to these brain twisters...

Sudoku

Crossword
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Have a go at this medium level Sudoku puzzle. Fill the grid so that every row,
every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 just once.
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ACROSS
1 Person responsible for the text of a film or play (12)
8 Edward ___, British composer (5)
9 Steered clear of (7)
10 One of the seven deadly sins (4)
11 Transparent setting agent used in cookery (8)
14 ___ Freeman, The Shawshank Redemption
actor (6)
15 Helen ___, Call the Midwife actress (6)
17 Exhausted (5,3)
18 Consumer or operator (4)
21 Govern harshly (7)
23 Waterproof boot (5)
24 Storehouse of treasures (8,4)
DOWN
1 Stainless metal (5)
2 Official recorder of births, marriages and deaths (9)
3 Place with swings, a slide etc (4)
4 Worker at a loom (6)
5 Puts into quarantine (8)
6 ___ ul‑Fitr, Muslim festival (3)
7 Stick (to) (6)
12 Star of the TV crime series Luther (5,4)
13 Opposite point to John O’Groats (5,3)
14 Proposal to be voted on in a debate (6)
16 Fruit and nut breakfast cereal (6)
19 Sound the same (5)
20 Birds reputed to be wise (4)
22 Chum (3)
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Starting with the highlighted box, try to
make a word adding one word part from each
layer as you go. Then return to the second
layer and use the letters in the unused box
to start another word and so on, until you've
used all the boxes and created six words of
decreasing length.
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Predictive text
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Futoshiki
Fill in the blank squares so that
each row and column contains all
the numbers 1 – 5. Use any given
numbers and the symbols that tell
you if the number in the square is
larger (>) or smaller (<) than the
number next to it.
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All answers to
puzzler on p30
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CABS FOR RENT

CABS WANTED

De-commissioned your
TX4’s and Euro 5’s?
Earn more by selling
outside London.
We pay cash, collect
and drive away.

John
07702 554934
CABS FOR RENT

07957 465423

e16-taxirentals.co.uk
TX4s TO RENT
Ascott's maintained.
Pay by cash/bank/online.
Mercs also available

28

CABS WANTED

WANTED

WHITE TX4 ELEGANCE
2011 ONWARDS

07973335739 / 01253 407500

LINAGE
CABS WANTED
l All cabs wanted. Tx4, euro 4, 5 & 6
also TXE wanted. We come to you, any
condition, very quick decision. cash
paid instantly. 07702 554934
l All de-commissioned good quality
TX4s wanted. Instant decision, cash
paid. We come to you. Also white
TX4 elegance wanted 07973 335739 or
01253 407500
l De-commissioned your tx4’s and
Euro 5’s? Earn more by selling outside
London. We pay cash, collect, and
drive away. Definitely still buying.
John 07702 554934

DRIVERS WANTED
l TX4 elegance, nightman wanted
fitted comcab change over in
woodford area - 07970915778
l 71 & 22 plate TXEs for long term
hire no ads RAC and full backup. Pay
weekly directly into bank account –
07980288333

CABS FOR SALE

l Cabs for sale. Main Dealer service
history. Non-fleet cabs. New stock
daily. Cabs also wanted. Finance Paid
07957 465423
l Gas cab for sale £7000 very good
condition plated until October cab
be plated until October 2025, only
27,000 miles new conversion – Jim
07956222098
l TX4's & Vito's All Years
AvailableContact 07746135337 John
02076134442 Ask for Simon/Dave

CABS FOR RENT

l TX4s TO RENT! Essex based full
back up - 07824630247
l TX electric taxi to rent based
in west London £320 per week 07736743159
l VNK Motors -Electric cabs LEVCs
& TX4s for rent, from £195 upwards
per week. Full back up, Caledonia
Road, North London area, breakdown
service, overhauls, running repairs
& body work. Also Looking for a taxi
mechanic
0207 700 1045 or 07951 661430 – Nick.
l All Mercedes vitos for rent, full
backup, prices starting from £220
please call – 07956211478
l Vito rentals. Based in East London.
AA breakdown. 13 plates available.
Call Jaco 07788 866700

Loren
Wedderburn
Loren
Wedderburn

www.ltda.co.uk

l Mercedes vito euro6 17 plate £250
loren@centuryone.uk
loren@centuryone.uk 01727 739 184 01727
739 low
184rent guaranteed south
per week
west London area Stephen Liss 07756967707

@TheLTDA

Exclusive | Taxi Charity

Veterans on
the Move
At last, after a two-year break, the Taxi Charity can take veterans to the continent once again...

Bill Gladden served with 6 th Airborne,
Recce Regiment and aged 20 flew
into Normandy on a glider and was
shot in the ankle and has spent years
in hospitals recovering from the
injury.

Dickie Forrester, from Wimbledon,
was in the Kings Royal Rifle Corps
and saw action in Northern Europe.

29
Airborne Forces veteran Geoff Roberts, from
Peterborough served with the 7th Battalion,
Kings Own Scottish Borderers. He spent
much of WWII as a POW.

T

AXI spoke to Dick
Goodwin, Vice
President of the Taxi
Charity about their
first trip abroad in two years…
Hi Dick, good to talk to you
again, this has been a long time
coming, hasn’t it?
Dick: It certainly has. When the
pandemic hit in March 2020,
we were with veterans in The
Netherlands and had to return
early and we never imagined that
it would be two years until we
could visit the continent again.
So when is your first visit
abroad?
Dick: We are heading to The
Netherlands for a short trip
to meet with associations,
museums, local government,
and our Dutch friends, to
plan for our trip for the Dutch
Liberation anniversary in May.
We are also busy planning our
trip to Normandy for the WWII,
D-Day commemorations at the
beginning of June.
@TheLTDA

So which veterans are joining
you on the this first trip?
Dick: We are hoping that WWII
veterans, Ray Whitwell, Tom
Schaffer, Dickie Forrester, Bill
Gladden and Geoff Roberts will
be joining us on the planning
trip to The Netherlands. These
WWII guys are absolute heroes
to the Dutch and the country has
missed welcoming the veterans
and we know they will give them
an amazing reception. Volunteer
cab drivers Tony Neale, Dave
Hemstead, Brian Heffernan, and
Jim Hourihan will be driving the
veterans for us on the trip. They
have been supporting us for many
years and without the help of these
four and the rest of our amazing
volunteers we wouldn’t be able to
continue. If any drivers who are
reading this and would like to hear
more about what we do, I would
love them to get in touch.
To discuss volunteering
opportunities with the
Taxi Charity please email
dickgoodwin@taxicharity.org n TAXI

Ray Whitwell who will be 103 on 17
March, served with the Royal Army
Service Corps. He lives in Malton,
North Yorkshire and will be joined in
the trip by his daughter Jill. Ray was
evacuated at Dunkirk and four years
later flew into the Netherlands as
part of Operation Market Garden in
September 1944.

Tom Schaffer was in the 13 th
Battalion Parachute regiment and
saw action in the Ardennes. He
will be proudly wearing his Dutch
liberation medal.

About the Taxi Charity
The Taxi Charity is run by volunteer London black taxi drivers
and has been supporting thousands of veterans of all ages since
1948. The charity arranges free trips to the Netherlands, Belgium,
and France, for acts of commemoration and days out to museums,
concerts, or fundraising events in the UK, to catch up with friends
and comrades.
The Charity worked tirelessly during the pandemic to ensure
veterans received regular contact by sending out a greeting card
each month, gifts to mark the 75th anniversaries of VE and VJ day,
stockings at Christmas and arranging Guards of Honour at veterans’
funerals. Volunteers have also helped with regular phone calls, food
shopping, transport to hospital appointments, and more recently
taking veterans for their Coronavirus injections.
The charity was awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
in June 2021.
To fund and facilitate their work, the charity is reliant on generous
donations from members of the public, businesses, and trusts.
www.taxicharity.org

www.ltda.co.uk

professionally and 5000 printed for
han £200 and I ventured further and
er afield advertising across my little
suburbia. The first two bites were
regular City and return jobs, one of
h I still do, and then I started getting
or, hospital and supermarket runs
eventually a contract with my local
cal centre.

where they asked me to work for them
fulfilling small business contracts. By the
time they asked, I didn’t need them - a
few weeks earlier and I might have had a
dilemma on my hands!
Customers love the cab, everyone
appreciates the clean credentials and
comments on how I am always jumping
out, cleaning the cab and helping with
fetching and carrying, with gloves,
hand gel and a mask. Moneywise, I
am now earning almost what I was in

Columnist | Musher Meg

pping Home for Lunch

e single handed almost put the local

local and I am popping home for lunch
between jobs, charging the cab and
spending a lot of time hanging around
waiting. It never rains but it pours is
the saying and whilst some afternoons
I have nothing, other days I have 4 jobs
at the same time and I now have two
local TXE owning cabbies helping me
cover these occasions.

Cousin
Wilberforce
Three Roads to Success

I put this small success down to three
things: my idea and efforts to try
and source local work, my TXE and
accepting lower fares (but more of them),
“Mr Meg who in real life is convinced everyone
iscontactless
out toreader.
separate
all paid on my
him from his cash, is surprisingly dopey when
itlook
comes
to on-line
scams…”
It does not
like London
will
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printing
thesaving
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“Really?”
debit card details. My mate Steve
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to door
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worth cleared out
I asked,
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front of daytime TV
“Anything else?”
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ab drivers are smart.
Mr Meg studied
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three
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Covid Pass” I told him, “Be with
leaflet campaign
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Here
Meg
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Mr Meg who
and I believe them. They
All they need is a $200 upfront
in a sec…”
◆ life is convinced everyone is
be worth
a in
try?real
say us cabbies have a
administration fee… oh, and I have
“STOP!” shouted Steve. whotowas
so
out to separate him from his cash,
larger than average hippocampi
to pay a 17 percent inheritance levy
agitated that his glasses slid down
is surprisingly dopey when it comes
– that’s the area in the brain that
to the state of New York”.
to the end of his nose as he made a
to on-line scams. It wasn’t long
retains knowledge ‘dontchaknow’?
“Upfront, too?” I asked.
grab for my card.
lished by LTDA
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blind!”
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Mr Meg’s late cousin ‘Wilberforce’.
very stoopid...
with joy.
Government, it’s pukka” I said
Hopping from one foot to another
Sit down darling, I have three
showing him the message on my
aging Editor
5 3 6 phone.
4 7It took
9 8Steve
2 just
1 a couple of
Pukka.gov.ng
with joy, and wearing only his
questions. “Do you have a cousin
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Yesterday, I was having a stop 1
and7 8 seconds
Superman print boxers, Mr Meg
called Wilberforce?” No response.
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2 4 9 scam
8 3
6 5 a7bicycle shed left him three million dollars in
have a cousin called Wilberforce?”
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my phone.
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3 5 2 somewhere
9 8 4 in1deepest
7 6Nigeria, and his will. “All I have to do is send my
ury One Publishing
Ltd ‘Gov UK’ had messaged
sayingRoad
that I needed one to travel
bank details and they’ll transfer
Long silence.
once these operators had my card
n Row,27-31me
Verulam
7 fee9 1 details
3 6it would
5 4be8shop2 ‘til they
at
home
or
abroad,
and
that
the
the
cash!
Three
million
squid!
I’m
“What
are you?” was my next
bans, Hertfordshire, AL3 4DG.
was just £4.95… I read the message
going to buy a petrol mower!” he
question.
drop,
and7
I go5
broke.
Red-faced,
6
8
4
1
2
3
9
727 893 894, F: 01727 893 895
n TAXI
and thought ‘best get cracking on
announced.
“An idiot” he wailed.
I deleted the message. And I gave
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Black Taxi

rentals

London’s finest elite fleet of taxis and drivers
l 24hr Backup Service l Cabs Bought for Cash
l Full Garage Facilities l Full RAC Cover
l Spare Cabs Available l Newly Qualified Drivers Welcome

BRAND NEW

TOP OF THE RANGE
TXE VISTA COMFORT PLUS

AVAILABLE NOW!

TX4 ELEGANCE
FROM 210PW

TXE

FROM 335PW

31

CALL NOW
0208 807 7931

UNIT 7,
DOMINION BUSINESS PARK,
GOODWIN ROAD,
EDMONTON N9 0BG

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
@TheLTDA

www.ltda.co.uk

We Speak Your Language
With exclusive schemes and specialist knowledge
why would you use anyone else?

Zombie Triangle

the scent box

bomber

Zeiger

Billys

Loo

caby

The

Score Rathole

broom

cab

Ching

Rods

Tom's

Gaﬀs

The Dead Zoo

Gantville cowboys

Bill & Ben

sherbert

The
Spit &
Cough

wrong-unleather arse
steps
Roader

rozers
Copper bottom

Airport

spare

Putting on Foul

The Flowerpot

Bowler Hat

cake
work
PCO

Dive

Duc
k&

be lucky
Toe
s Up

peeps

the rat run
cake

roasting

legal oﬀ

Over
the
Hump The Bindi

plate

set

Turkish - laughe

Twickers Four Hander

Monkey

appearence

Lu
ng

Magic Roundabout

dried up

bill
Pony

Point to Point

oranges
& lemons

tip

Iro
n

the burst
brushing

The Kremlin

buzz
The box

royal lobster

The Eastern

lotion

Droshky

be lucky

ﬂyer

Musher’s

on point

Fubar

fare

musher

bill

Bone

Feeder

Padders

roader

meat on the bone

Putting on foul

Cock
& Hen

kojak with a kodak
Berty Popped

butterboy

little
apples
grow
quickly

On the cotton

Crawler

the
pipe

blarney

Green Badge

The Wedding Cake

Kipper
season

kangaroo valley

tip works

sherbet dab

tripe shop

Cricket seats

gas

Flag Fall

Fagin’s Kitchen

bilker

down the wasp

The Raft

runner
the

jam
dropoﬀ

the burst

dirty dozen

Magic
circle

buttergirl

royal lobster

Freight

musher

e
ar
sp
musher

butterypenguins
hickery
pickup

T6

To see how much you could save call

0208 691 9691
Quotax Insurance Services is a trading name of London Taxi Insurance authorised and regulated by the FCA (504042)

www.quotax.net

