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WITNESS APPEALS
On Friday 4th March at around 8.15am 
in Avenue Road – the section between 
the Swiss Cottage underground and 
the pub – a big lorry/truck from a 
company called Capital Dry Wall hit 
my car. My car is a small electric 
Volkswagen e-UP. The driver of the 
lorry did not stop, although I was 
honking and also got out and shouted. 
A very nice black cab driver saw 
this and drove in front of the truck, 
forcing the driver to stop. This was 
the first time in my 50 years of being 
a driver that I have been hit. Due to 
the stressful situation, I did not take 
the name or number of the black taxi 
driver and I would like to both thank 
him for his actions and would be 
grateful if he would provide a short 
witness statement as to what he saw. I 
would be grateful if you could please 
publish this in the hope that he sees it 
and gets in touch. My name is Agatha 
and can be contacted through the 
LTDA on: 020 7286 1046.  

On Saturday 13th November, at 17:20 
on St James’s Street SW1 just past 
Jermyn Street S/B, there was a Road 
Traffic Collision between a black Vito 
and a motorcycle. If you witnessed 
the collision an LTDA member would 
be most grateful if you were to get in 
touch. Please contact the LTDA on:  
020 7286 1046. 

On Thursday 30th December 2021, on 
the taxi rank that serves the Winter 
Wonderland on Park Lane, there was 
an incident after 17:00 hours involving 
a female black cab driver who was 
driving a grey Mercedes Vito and was 
on point and had refused to take a 
passenger and their children on a 
journey. As a result of this, an incident 
happened which involved a second 
cab driver who was of West Indian 
origin driving a black TX4 model 
taxi. The second driver was behind 
the grey Mercedes Vito on point. We 
would be grateful if any drivers who 
witnessed this incident contact John 
Luckhurst on the number and address 
that appears below. In particular, we 
are interested in tracing a female cab 
driver who witnessed the incident 
whose badge number is: 76304. 
E: johnL@ltda.co.uk Tel: 0207 266 3607.

Subject: Licence Renewal

Dear Editor,
I have just received an email from TfL informing me that my 

licence renewal has been successful, and I will be receiving the new 
licence in the post in the next few days. As usual I was making a 
complete mess of my renewal, so of course I turned to the LTDA.

Rob was superb, nothing was too much for him. So, thank you Rob. 
Once again, leaving politics aside, when I needed them, the LTDA 
were there for me.
 
Kindest regards, 
Michael Epstein 

ARRIVA LONDON SOUTH DRIVER STRIKE 
Industrial action by Arriva London South bus drivers is expected to 
take place from 03:00 on Monday 28th March for 48 hours. The most 
affected areas will be Croydon, Thornton Heath, Streatham, Brixton 
and small parts of Surrey. If the strike goes ahead, it is expected that 
there will be an increased demand for taxi services in these areas.

++ STOP PRESS ++ STOP PRESS ++STOP PRESS ++

LTDA BALLOT
The recent membership ballot on proposed rule changes for the 
Association has resulted in a show of support for the Council of 
Managements proposals. Full details will be in the next issue.

TAXI | Letters
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LONDON’S LEADING  
TAXI INSURANCE 
BROKER

•  We work with A-Rated insurers, offering robust protection

•  Rates for electric taxis now available inc. LEVC & DYNAMO

•  Guaranteed Asset Protection inc. LEVC & DYNAMO

•  Competitive rates for owner-operated London taxis

•  Personal Accident and Sickness

•  Policy excess protection and replacement vehicle hire

•  RAC Breakdown available

•  Specialist in taxi fleets

Over 55 years of experience in working 
with the Licensed London Taxi Trade.

Call us to get a quote,  
you won’t be disappointed.
020 8597 2622  
cabsurance.com

Cabsurance is a trading name of Emrose 
(Insurance Brokers) Limited which is 
registered in England. Registered office: 
One America Square, 17 Crosswall, London, 
EC3N 2LB Company No. 00761961. 
Emrose (Insurance Brokers) Limited is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority FCA No. 304324.
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“The exemption will allow cabbies to hold and use a device (technically whilst driving, 
although the cab must be stationary) to receive a card or contactless payment.”

Contactless Payment 
Exemption

Steve's comment

O
ne of our major 
concerns over the initial 
proposals to change the 
law on handheld mobile 

phone usage was that members 
accepting a payment via a specific 
payment device, or their mobile 
phone, at the roadside would have 
been liable to a fine and six points, 
simply for getting paid.

Lobbying & 
engagement
During the LTDA’s initial lobbying 
and engagement as part of the 
consultation process, our very 
real concerns were addressed 
with suggestions that members 
could ‘find a convenient 
parking place’ or ‘ensure the 
cab was turned off’ or similar 

totally impractical solutions. 
Fortunately, we were able to 
convince the powers that be 
of the problems we would 
face, and we were pleased to 
see our representations were 
recognised with a specific 
exemption included in the 
legislation. The exemption will 
allow cabbies to hold and use 
a device (technically whilst 
driving, although the cab must 
be stationary) to receive a card 
or contactless payment.
There is still a bit of unnecessary 
confusion around the rest of 
the changes, not helped by lots 
of inaccurate media reports. To 
clarify the changes ONLY apply 
to drivers actually holding the 
device (phone). If the phone is in 
a cradle or bracket nothing has 
changed, drivers can still accept 
app bookings and make and 
receive calls hands free.
The changes to the law have 
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come about to stop a loophole, 
whereby to obtain a conviction, 
the police had to show the 
person holding the phone 
was using it to ‘communicate’. 
Various high-profile cases where 
drivers were acquitted because 
they claimed they were only 
checking the time, changing a 
music playlist, or accessing some 
information stored on the phone 
convinced the government of the 
need for the changes.

The definition of ‘using’ a phone 
has now been expanded to cover:
l Illuminating the screen
l Checking the time
l Checking notifications
l Unlocking the device
l Making, receiving, or 
rejecting a telephone or 
internet-based call
l Sending, receiving, or 
uploading oral or written 
content
l Sending, receiving, or 
uploading a photo or video
utilising camera, video, or 
sound recording
l Drafting any text

l Accessing any stored data 
such as documents, books, 
audio files, photos, videos, films, 
playlists, notes, or messages
l Accessing an app
l Accessing the internet

Our advice is simple. Never 
hold the phone whilst driving 
– anything you need to do 
can be done whilst it’s in its 
cradle. There are now an army 
of vigilantes on our streets 
desperately trying to get any 
video footage they can of drivers 
looking at a phone whilst 
stationary in the traffic. Most of 
these people are quite sad and 
filming other people has become 
an unhealthy obsession. Some are 
cyclists, many are not, but with a 
police service increasingly unable 
or unwilling to actually police 
our streets or tackle any form of 
crime, getting a video via email 
is a quick summons and another 
conviction – all without leaving 
the safety of the police station!

Don’t be one of their statistics, 
keep your phone hands free at 
all times. 

The changing Private Hire market
How the world has changed. Five or six years ago, many within 
the media and politics had written off the London taxi trade and 
predicted our demise at the hands of the ‘disrupters’ such as Uber, 
Bolt and Ola. I never quite understood how what was in reality just 
a series of minicab firms with apps ever gained such cult, almost 
mythical status.

Needless to say, it never happened and it’s now these very 
‘disrupters’ that are struggling to survive. The reasons for our 
renaissance have been attributed variously to the pandemic, 
Brexit, our universal acceptance of contactless payments, our  
apps, the new clean cabs, the worker’s rights case, their higher 
prices; a dawning customer realisation that their service is 
dubious, unsafe and crap – plus a dozen other reasons. The truth 
is it’s a combination of all of these, but no amount of press releases 
about flying taxis can distract from the fact that the ‘disrupters’ 
 all have major problems.

Most industry pundits think it can only be a matter of time before 
Uber apply for another ‘part 8 hearing’ at the High Court in an 
attempt to replicate the London case. The intention would be to get 
every Private Hire firm in the country recognised as the ‘principal’ 
in the arrangement with the customer, making them liable for VAT 
and their drivers entitled to some form of workers rights. They 
point towards Uber’s launch of their new ‘Uber Local’ service in 
Manchester, whereby they will take the booking but use local 
minicab firms to cover the ride as an indication of where the private 
hire industry might be headed. A complete flip of Uber’s business 
model from being an operator to being a booking and allocation 
platform for the entire country. The jury is still out on this one, but 
any business model that might actually make money, rather than 
losing millions, has to have been considered?                                n LTDA
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Worm Beginning 
to Turn…

A better, greener future 
is what all and sundry 
from local councils, 
the Mayor of London 

right through to the government 
are currently singing from the 
rooftops. Lots of people within 
these entities are being paid shed 
loads of money to supposedly 
persuade us to go green – 
unfortunately most of the time, 
that ‘persuasion’ is to use of a very 
large stick and demand we do this, 
or we do that. 

Forced apology
I don’t know many people that 
wouldn’t want a greener world, 
only problem is, it costs money, 
and that is something that is in 
short supply. We don’t have deep 
pockets or money to burn – not 
like, it would seem some local 
authorities or the government 
who seem very keen to spend 
an abundance of money on 
streetscape schemes that do little 
to improve matters. They will of 
course spout various statistics, 
data and consultation results that 
attempt to demonstrate all is well, 
and everyone loves everything 
that they are doing. We of course 
know that is complete tosh and 
about as reliable as a politicians 
promise. That’s why it’ll be no 
surprise to anyone reading this, 
that Islington has been forced to 
issue an apology for lying about 
LTN’s having universally delivered 
a better world. Anyone that has 
been to the Highbury area could 
clearly see that was not the case.

Deafening silence
The deafening silence from 
the likes of Will Norman 
who delights in using 
the stats and statements 
from this and various 
other people’s republics 
to regularly tells us what a 
utopian world we now live 
in because of his and their actions 
is, well, not really surprising. I’m 
sure he is just very tired from 
patting himself on the back for 
his wonderful Euston Rd project. 
It was also very nice to listen 
to Andrew Marr on LBC taking 
Mayor Khan to task about all the 

“Day after day, the worm can clearly be seen to be turning and the failed schemes are 
being shown as the ill-thought-out ideologies of a selfish few.”

Top rank
ridiculous road schemes that he 
has introduced which has resulted 
in London becoming a gridlocked 
city. Mr Marr highlighted the fact 
that the average speed in London 
back in 2010 was 17mph against 
just 9mph now. It was quite a 
comical moment when Mayor 
Khan retorted, “I don’t recognise 
those figures” only to be told by 
Marr, “Well, they are TfL figures”. I, 
like I imagine most of you, should 
you have also been listening, 
instantly said “No, we don’t 
recognise most of the statistics 
that come from TfL either…” and 
why would we? We live in the 
real world. My point? Day after 
day, the worm can clearly be 
seen to be turning and the failed 
schemes are being shown as the 
ill-thought-out ideologies of a 
selfish few.  

to really help us do so. Let’s take 
a look at our trade and what we 
need to become greener… In a 
nutshell, it’s to buy the cleanest 
vehicle available to us – of course 
right now there is only one – the 

TXe. The big problem with that 
vehicle, is that it comes at a 

huge cost. £73k if you want 
to own it, or a never-ending 
monthly payment the size 
of a mortgage as you go 
from one PCP deal to the 
next if you do not. That price 
tag and that never ending 

scenario scares the hell out of 
me. I accept that it’s the best 

cab we’ve ever had, I also accept 
that passengers love it but that 

does not change the fact, I would 
enter such a deal with utter dread. 

The upside of buying a cab in the 
past is that after the three or five 
years of HP payments you then 
owned the cab – you were freehold 
and so had a sum of money every 
month in your pocket to use for a 
slightly better family holiday or to 
upgrade a household appliance 
or two – or to put aside for a rainy 
day. Sadly, all these options are 
now becoming out of reach for too 
many. Other purchase options, be 
it additional grants, interest free 
loans or a cut in VAT are needed 

– I think we all know where the 
money could be diverted from.

Finance Committee
The last time I listened into our 
tariff being discussed by the 
finance committee would have 
been a fair few years ago. It was 
very concerning to watch them 
discuss us back then – there was 
zero recognition for the great 
service we had provided London 
for many decades, let alone any 
sign of a bit of love or respect. It 
was in fact quite the opposite, 
with some real distain thrown 
towards us and I felt there was 
an alarming, underlying hope 
emanating from some that we 
would soon be no more – which 
is probably why we have been 
on the receiving end of some 
outrageous decisions since.

Different story
I should point out that committee 
members have come and gone 
since then, which is why it was a 
very different story this time round 
with more than one contributor 
mentioning the valuable service 
we provide and the many hurdles 
we face. Also, the very clear 
understanding that there is a 
direct link between the streetscape 
schemes being implemented 
and our ability to provide a cost-
effective viable service to those 
that need us. Again, the worm can 
be seen to be turning…      n LTDA

Chairman | Paul Brennan

Mr Marr highlighted the 
fact that the average 
speed in London back 
in 2010 was 17mph 
against just 9mph now. 
It was quite a comical 
moment when Mayor 
Khan retorted, “I 
don’t recognise those 
figures” only to be told 
by Marr, “Well, they are 
TfL figures”.

Help us go greener
The biggest reason people are not 
going greener faster, is they simply 
cannot afford to do so and it’s 
criminal that vast sums of money 
are being spent on schemes that 
are anything but green and a 
much better approach is needed 
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Terms and Conditions Apply

We are not just a payment provider
you can rent your taxi from us too!
TXe Comfort Plus and Vito EU5 and EU6 available for immediate hire.

Brand TXe available at £350.00

For more information call us on 020 7655 6970
Office opening hours Monday - Friday 08.30 - 17.30

www.cabvision.com
cabpay.co.uk

CL13 BLK

Powered by Cabvision

CA13 VSN

NU 22 REG
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Despite his claims when he came to office, there have in fact been more tube strikes under his 
mayorship than Ken Livingstone and Boris Johnson added together.”

Executive S.O | Lloyd Baldwin

I
ncreasingly, almost every 
speeding ticket I speak to 
members about is a 20mph 
one. I am now seeing 

tickets for doing 22 and 23mph. 
Personally, I find that 20mph 
is difficult to drive at – that’s 
when of course I’ve managed 
to get myself on a road or 
street that isn’t rammed full of 
traffic. Sounds weird, I know 
but I reckon a lot of cabbies 
would agree. I find myself 
concentrating more on my 
speedo than what’s on the road 
in front of me. 25mph I find 
is a lot easier to drive at and 
this 5mph difference between 
20mph and 25mph is where 
the tickets are coming from. 
It’s a common misconception 
that you’re ok if you’re within 
10% of the speed limit, you will 
not be issued a ticket – but this 
is not the case. We have had 
members attend Taxi House for 
speed awareness courses, and 
all have reported that they have 
been told there is no leeway for 
20mph offences.

“Something wrong with 
your taxi?”
I took a job from Shepherds 
Bush Green to the Richmond 
Train station last weekend. As 
I made my way down Gold-
hawk Rd to Chiswick High Rd 
(20mph) my passenger very 
politely asked, “Cabbie, is there 
something wrong with your 
Taxi?” I quickly explained that 
we were in a road with a 20mph 
speed limit. I showed her one of 
the signs as we crawled along, 
and she was fine with it. We 
then started to chat about the 
situation, and I made the error 
of mentioning Mayor Khan…

Pulling a trigger 
Well, her hearing his name was 
like a trigger being pulled and 
she went into a full rant about 
what (her words) a ‘clown’ he 
was and how she believed he 
was ‘bringing London to stand 
still on purpose’ and how she 
believes he will soon ‘ban all 
private cars from London’. 
She laughed out loud when I 
mentioned that the Mayor of 

Paris had announced earlier in 
the week that from 2024 private 
cars would be banned. She said 
that Khan would want to have 
been the first to do it and that 
he would be devastated that he 

was not. I found it difficult not 
to agree with her. 

Private car 
restrictions?
I always said about Khan that 
he comes on TV and the first 
message he delivers is one 
saying, ‘I’m a man of the people’ 
because his dad drove a bus 
and the second is ‘I want clean 
air’. Politically, the clean air 
ticket is an easy one to jump on. 
Anybody that resists the subject 
or even suggests that the clean 
air revolution is going a bit too 
far is immediately frowned 
upon. I do believe that he will 
push ahead with restrictions 
on private cars in London and 
I believe we’ll see a time in the 
not-too-distant future when 
he bans them altogether. I 
remember early 2020 when he 
made a statement that by 2025, 
he wanted the congestion charge 
to be electric vehicle only. Covid 
then came in and the world 
changed – but I don’t believe for 
a second he will not revisit this. 

Not a bad scenario…
From a trade perspective, for us, 
it’s not a bad scenario. A London 
with less traffic will always be 
better for us. If the Mayor does – 
as I believe he will –push ahead 
with his plans, imagine being 
able to get from say Marylebone 
Station to the Lanesbourgh 
Hotel in less than Ten minutes. 
Not only would our stress levels 
go down, but we would get more 
people wanting cabs.

On point

PCNs, Promises and 
Perceptions 

Broken promises
When Sadiq Khan came into 
office he made the rather bold 
claim that he would put an 
end to the tube strikes. Well 
as you read this you will have 
recently experienced two days 
of strikes and I hear more and 
more drivers saying they end 
up going home early because 
of the traffic. I had one driver 
tell me he’s never seen traffic 
as bad on the strike day of 
March 1st in 42 years of driving 
a cab. Despite his claims when 
he came to office, there have 
in fact been more tube strikes 
under his mayorship than Ken 
Livingstone and Boris Johnson 
added together. 

Public perceptions
I spoke with a mate of mine the day after one of 

these strikes and he reckoned that all cabbies 
would be spending a couple of weeks in 
Spain off the back of them. He was of course 
winding me up. Although he was joking, he 

is an example of how the public see us. The 
public although admiring us for how good we are, 
arguably don’t feel sorry for us. I believe the public 
perception of us is that we spend three months on 
holiday somewhere exotic, three months on the golf 
course and in the other six months we earn about 
£150K. Some of the blame for this misconception 
of us perhaps goes back to comedy duo Hale 
and Pace who did lots of sketches with cabbies 
basically standing on ranks in full golf gear – golf 
glove and all. For the youngsters out there have a 
look on YouTube. It’s the reason I always believe 
demonstrating should be a very last resort for the 
cab trade. The public don’t feel sorry for us and think 
we all have it off…                                               n LTDA
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JOIN
COMCAB
LONDON

join@comcab.co.uk

0207 432 1600

07542 395 059

scan me to
apply now

What are you doing to help drivers with their
HMRC Tax Code? We have had a few drivers
complain about how hard it was to register, so
to help out we went into partnership with
EaziTax who assist our drivers through the
process and make it a lot easier for everyone to
get themselves registered.
What are you doing to help drivers with
rising fuel costs? To support the drivers with
the huge increase in fuel prices, ComCab have
partnered with both Shell and UK Fuels to
provide two great value fuel discount cards!

What does the recruitment and training team
do? This team receives and reviews all
applications from drivers and provide training on
the ComCab London app; whether it be through
video or one to one training. They make sure all
driver documents are up to date and are the
people to contact if a driver wants to discuss
their subscription options.
How easy is it to join ComCab London?
It is super easy! Once you have registered that
you would like to join, you will be sent an
application form. Once you've sent it back, you
will be signed up by the next working day!
What happens once I have been accepted to
join?
Once you have joined ComCab London, you will
be asked to sign our agreements and you will
then speak to your training manager who will
talk you through everything you need to know!
After that, you will be able to start working. You
will then be passed over to the Fleet Services
team to be introduced to your  support manager.  
Do drivers need to have the equipment
installed?
No, we also have a phone app that drivers can
download, for both Android and Apple devices.
Do I have to commit to a certain amount of
jobs per week? No, of course not! You are self-
employed and can complete as much or as little
work as you like.
Are drivers able to give feedback? Drivers have
the ability to give feedback through an online
form, or the old fashioned way, over the phone
and face to face. Once a month the management
team get together and go through the feedback
and respond directly to the drivers.

COMCAB LONDON
FAMILY

Join ComCab London join@comcab.co.uk 0207 432 1600 07542 395 059

The teams all deal with different aspects of a
drivers daily working life. There is always
someone that the drivers can talk to 24/7
whether it be on the phone, email or text.
Monday to Friday drivers are able to come to the
office and see someone face to face and have a
cuppa.
What is the fleet services team? Fleet Services
are there to support our drivers.  They can speak
to this team if they have any queries about past
jobs or compliance issues.
What is the DQO team? DQO stands for Driver
Query Operator team. They are responsible for
making sure that all bookings are allocated to
drivers and assisting drivers with live job issues. 

Who are ComCab London Limited?
ComCab London is the last original radio taxi
company still in operation, established in 1974
and has one of the largest fleets of black taxis in
London. 
Offering unrivaled coverage and flexibility to
London's business community and valued private
clients within the city and surrounding areas.
What makes ComCab London different to the
rest? We are not just another faceless app on
your phone, we have a large team of experienced
staff to support our drivers and customers.
ComCab London doesn't do gimmicks; we like to
keep things straightforward and understandable
for the drivers.
How does ComCab London Support its drivers?
All drivers have the ability to talk to someone on
the phone 24/7 as well as being able to text in,
email or even walk into the office and speak to
someone face to face. 
What type of support do you provide?
Drivers have four main teams that they can
contact. The teams are Fleet Services, Fitting
Bay, DQO and Driver Recruitment.

What is the Fitting Bay team? The fitting bay
team provides commissioning, installation and
maintenance for our installed equipment, this
also includes live technical help over the phone
or remote access through the ComCab London
Tablet. 

What are the benefits of being a driver?
ComCab London has been around for many
years so we have the experience and
knowledge others don't. We know how to look
after our drivers and do our best to help them
as much as we can! We also have a reward
scheme for our drivers so they can get
discounts on a large range of goods and
services. ComCab London have some of the
largest corporate and Local Council contracts in
London, which provide our drivers with great
value jobs 24/7!

ComCab London answers questions about who they are and what
they do. Read below to find out everything you want to know!

No fixed fees for your first 6 weeks! Speak to one of our friendly
team members for more information. 
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I
t is becoming apparent that 
more cities across the UK 
are implementing ‘Clean 
Air Zones.’ (CAZ) So, what 

is a Clean Air Zone? CAZ is in 
an area in which local authority 
has brought measures into 
place to improve air quality. 
At present, Bath, Birmingham 
and Portsmouth have CAZs all 
introduced in 2021. This requires 
drivers of older cars or more 
polluting cars to pay a daily 
fee to drive through the city 
centre. Bath CAZ means charges 
only apply to taxis, private hire 
vehicles and vans. As a result, I 
have dealt with more PCNs in 
these cities. Drivers have been 
unaware that they have to pay 
this fee, which ranges from 
between eight to ten pounds for 
taxis. Drivers can be fined up to 
£120 (reduced to £60 if you pay 
within 14 days). Bradford will 
start charging in 2022, as will 
Bristol in late 2022. Manchester 
is under review. I’m sure other 
cities will follow. This is just the 
equivalent of people visiting 
London and having to pay the 
ULEZ charge. So, if you are 
lucky enough to get a roader to 
any other city, it is important 
drivers check for all signage. You 
normally get 24 hours to pay 
after entering the zone. 

Clean Air Zone 
checker…
The government’s ‘joint air 
quality unit’ have an online 
vehicle checker to help drivers 
prepare for clean air zones. Go 
to the government website 
and enter into the search field 
‘vehicle checker’. Then enter 
your vehicle registration number 
and this free tool will tell you if 
there will be a daily charge to 
drive your vehicle in a specific 
Clean Air Zone. It is important 
you do this as each city has 
different guidlines. For example 
Portsmouth allows the first six 
months exempt to all wheelchair 
access vehicles, then they  
will charge.

More cities will be added as 
final plans become approved.

I have managed to win a 
few appeals as these are new 
schemes, but be warned the 

Airports & beyond

Airport Rep | Suzanne Sullivan

Life Beyond the 
Metropolis

“London is already a giant car park and all of Sadik’s proposals just mean more punishment for 
drivers who are trying to go on with their daily business.”

councils will be less tolerant as it 
becomes more established. 

A working, moving 
city?
Sadik Khan announced last 
week that he wanted to expand 
the 12.50 a day ULEZ from the 
suburbs. It is currently in force 
up to north and south circular 
roads. The Mayor wants all 33 
London boroughs by the end 
of the year. Where will this all 
end? Once we all go electric, will 
he stop? Somehow, I think not! 
As a working London cab driver, 

I have never been as frustrated 
as I have in last recent months. 
London is already a giant car 
park and all of Sadik’s proposals 
just mean more punishment for 
drivers who are trying to go on 
with their daily business. We are 
a working city and need to move 
around. I had a passenger that I 
took from Heathrow into London. 
He was only here for two days 
and booked me to drive him to 
his three very important meetings 
and I warned him we must leave 
in plenty of time for all them. St 
James to the city took nearly 90 

Taxi ranks in and outside of London
I had a driver present me with a PCN that he acquired on a taxi rank in Brighton. He was lucky enough to 
get a fare from Heathrow to Brighton but had been stuck in a lot of traffic on the M25. Once he dropped 
his fare, he looked for somewhere to park to use the toilet facilities, before venturing back into London. He 
found a taxi rank that stated: ‘No waiting at any time except for taxis.’ He parked his cab on the rank and 

went to use the toilet. He was gone for a matter of minutes, 
but on his return, he was being presented with a PCN. He 
questioned this with the warden to be told, it was for local 
taxis. As much as I felt his frustration, I did think to myself, 
‘how would we feel if we found a Brighton taxi parked on 
one of our London ranks?’ If there is a parking restriction on 
a street and there is also a Hackney carriage stand on that 
street, Hackney carriages can only wait on the stand whilst 
they are plying for hire or waiting for a fare. They cannot 
simply use it as a parking place. It’s important we check 
signage and don’t presume taxis can park on any rank. It’s 
the same with bus lanes out of town. I, myself have often 

used the bus lane in Reading as my son was at university 
there and never got a ticket. I have heard of drivers that got a PCN in bus 
lanes in other cities. The sign will normally say local buses and local taxis, 
rather than the normal taxi sign. We are all capable of receiving tickets as 
it’s like being in a goldfish bowl out there, we just have to be mindful of 
reading all signs and notices.                                                               n TAXI

mins. He was 15 mins late and 
in turn became late for his next 
meeting also. We tried again the 
next day, (an early meeting before 
his flight back) St James to Canary 
Wharf. I allowed 90 mins for this 
also, but once again LATE! I then 
drove him back to the airport – 
thankfully he wasn’t late for his 
flight, but he swore not to come 
to London again, but next time 
go to another city to arrange his 
meetings with clients coming to 
him. Is that a working, moving 
city? Absolutely not. I say it again, 
where will this all end?
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Taxi Hire
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First 
come first

served!
For details and to add yourself to the waiting list please get in touch 

Office: 020 7613 4442 Mobile: 07714821482
Email: cs.taxis@yahoo.co.uk

TAXI RENTAL

LOOKING TO RENT 
A

LEVC ELECTRIC TAXI?

ALSO TX4 EURO 5 

& EURO 6 AVAILABLE 

 
LOOK NOT FURTHER

 CAB AVAILABLE
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED

Electric cabs 
available

Unit 22, Redburn Industrial Estate, Woodall Road, Enfield, EN3 4LE
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he beep-beep of a card 
payment authorisation
is music to the ears of 
many of us keen to 

make up for all that lost business 
in 2021. Remember when 
workers weren’t working, tourists 
weren’t touring and shoppers 
weren’t shopping? Expensive new 
cabs need beep-beeps as much as 
they need rapid charging points.

Thankfully, many drivers have been 
much busier over the past few months 
despite the best efforts of Covid. 
Business has definitely picked up now 
so many people are vaccinated and 
get regular tests, so the welcome beep-
beep of card transactions can now be 
heard ringing out once again.

Those beep-beeps haven’t always 
signalled good news though. Some 
transactions can’t be completed if 
your payment terminal lets you down 
and there’s no back-up. I’ve also 
heard of drivers thinking they’ve got a 
great deal with a decent transaction 
rate, only to find that hidden extras, 
like ‘per transaction’ charges and 
machine rental, push the cost up 
unexpectedly - like an Uber fare! 

The card payments 
merry-go-round
I go back far enough to remember 
carbon paper receipts. That was 
before microchips and PIN numbers 
arrived. Since then things have moved 
on of course, but service has been 
unreliable and value from many 
payment system providers had 
generally been a heap of ‘beep-beep’ 
for too long. Many drivers jumped on 
the card payments’ merry-go-round 
in time for London 2012, only to find 

that the machines available back then 
could be more trouble than they were 
worth. That was a decade ago now, so 
what’s changed?

I signed up with Verifone (now 
known as Curb) years ago and have 
been with them ever since. Over the 
years their systems have been good 
and Curb rates have certainly been 
competitive. I know some Curb 
drivers had problems in 2018 when 
they upgraded to the new TXN
system although I must admit that 
in my case everything has worked 
like a dream.

I checked with Mary, who runs the 
Curb Driver Services Team, and asked 
her what issues she had to deal with. 
She explained “There were some 
instances of old hardware failure 
made worse by the aging 2G network  
which meant that coverage was 
patchy. Now 4G is well established 
and has proved to be a much more 
reliable network. Having spoken to 
those affected at the time, we realised 
that a back-up system was needed to 
protect drivers in the future.”

Lessons learned
Curb learned from that experience, 
and it shows. I’ve tried out the new 
CurbLite system and it’s a triumph. 
Advanced technology means less 
parts, and that makes it much smarter 
and more reliable. It provides 100% 
coverage and even includes a unique 
new back-up solution which gives 
added reliability and reassurance. It’s 
been really well received by drivers 
already, and is available now for 
installation at the smart new Curb 
Operations Centre in W3. 

Transaction fees 
compare very favourably
CurbLite is incredibly easy to use – if 
you can use a smartphone, you’ll have 
no problem with it. It’s even easier 
than my Curb TXN system which I 
loved. The transaction fees compare 
favourably to anything else on the 
market too, and there are no nasty 
hidden costs. 

Great value
All the popular UK and European 
EEA debit and credit cards are 
processed on CurbLite at just 1.7%. 
That accounts for almost every card 

you’re ever likely to encounter –
around 96% to be precise.

After the year we’ve had, everyone 
will be reassessing their outgoings so 
CurbLite is bound to be in demand. If 
you’re in the market for a new 
payment system or aren’t happy with 
the system you’ve got in the cab, you’d 
be well advised to reserve your 
CurbLite now. 

All things considered, CurbLite is 
beep-beep great. I’m sold on it and 
am getting mine installed at the
Curb Operations Centre this week. 
Maybe I’ll see you there?

T

Advertising Feature Card Payments

Beep-beep. 
Transaction authorised!

Unless you’re Wile E. Coyote, beep-beeps are a very welcome sound…

Dave Cannell, 
Working green badge driver, taxi 
trade ambassador and BCHT Navigator

For more information about the 
CurbLite card payment system 
or to reserve your device, call 
Curb on 0333 666 1000 or visit 
gocurb.co.uk.

CurbLite is incredibly 
easy to use – if you can 
use a smartphone, 
you’ll have no problem 
with it. 

Dave’s gleaming cab at the 
Curb Operations Centre

The CurbLite payment solution fixes neatly 
beside the door to satisfy TfL regulations

Unless you're Wile E. Coyote, beep beeps are a very welcome sound...
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The best card 
payment package 

I’ve ever had
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@TheLTDAwww.ltda.co.uk

14

“Tariff changes are due to be implemented on April 30th and in my assessment are long overdue 
given the length of time since the industry last saw an upweight in its fare structure.”

N
o doubt many of 
you reading this will 
have heard of the 
saying. “May you live 

in interesting times”. However, 
what many of you may not 
realise is that this is an English 
expression which was claimed 
to be the direct translation 
of a Chinese curse. On the 
surface, this maxim seems like a 
positive statement however, the 
expression is meant to be ironic, 
with life being better when 
living in “uninteresting times”. 
What is even more ironic is that 
no Chinese source has ever been 
produced, rendering the saying 
as apocryphal.

Proceeding with a  
heavy heart
Sadly, we are living in some very 
interesting times. In one palm, 
humanity is living through a 
global pandemic, one which 
has killed six million people 
worldwide to date. In the other 
palm, war has broken out in 
Europe, causing destruction and 
miery – oh what I would give 
for 'boring' right now. Given the 
current state of affairs in relation 
to the conflict in Ukraine, it 
does seem a little awkward and 
horribly self-serving to look at 
the impact that it could have 
on the taxi trade. When you 
are aware that innocent men, 
women and children are dying, 
it seems almost offensive to talk 
about the economic problems 
we now face within our industry. 
However, this is part of my remit, 
therefore I must proceed with a 
heavy heart.

Worldwide economic 
impact
The current, ugly conflict 
poses a worldwide economic 
impact, especially on energy 
supplies. With Russia supplying 
around 39% of the European 
Union’s electricity, coming from 
power stations that burn fossil 
fuels, Russia is in fact the EU’s 
biggest source of oil and gas. 
However, what isn’t generally 
known is, that according to the 
government’s own website, the 

A man in black

Columnist | Steve Kenton

increase ceased to be active in 
2019. Interestingly, despite the 
trigger point for it to engage 
being a fuel spike to £1.76 per 
litre, it may have been a moot 
point in todays market anyway, 
given that fuel prices had to 
'spike' rather than increase 
through natural progression – 
the devil in the detail.

These increases are 
compounded by the fact that 
home gas and electric supplies 
are to set increase by around 54% 
in April – and then set to increase 
again in October. Food prices are 
also rocketing, with the average 
bill 33% higher than it was this 
time last year. So, what can the 
taxi industry see to help combat 
the financial meltdown?

Tariffs 
With the results of TfL’s taxi 
fares consultation now in, the 
industry should see a little 
relief. TfL are set to ditch the 
£3.20 base price and bring in a 
shiny, new £3.80 flag-fall. Now 
this is quite significant because 
London has one of the lowest 
flag-falls in the UK, so this is 
quite a big leap. TfL are also set 
to approve a 5.51% increase 
on tariffs 1 and 2, with tariffs 
3 and 4 frozen. Other tariff 
changes include increasing the 
Heathrow extras from £2.80 to 
£3.60 and introducing a new 
extra of £5.20 to accommodate 
the Heathrow Airport drop-off 
fee. All these changes are due 
to be implemented on April 30th 

and in my assessment are long 
overdue given the length of time 
since the industry last saw an 
upweight in its fare structure.

Rank space
This, however, shouldn’t be the 
end. TfL could (and should) go 
much further. Given the current 
fuel crisis, many cab drivers are 
trying to conserve both diesel 
and electric by ranking up – 
rather than circumnavigating 
London, looking for work. It 
is not outside of TfL’s remit to 
create more rank space, either 
permanent or temporary in 
a bid to prevent ranks being 
fouled by drivers simply trying 
to conserve their fuel. In a 
bizarre twist, it could also help 
the Mayor’s environmental 
aims. In theory, nobody loses 
from doing this, the industry 
saves energy and the Mayor 
reduces congestion and 
pollution given that 65% of all 
taxis are still fossil fuel powered.

A false position?
At the moment there seems to 
be an extremely high demand 
for taxis in London. It is likely 
that a fare increase will have 
little to no effect on consumer 
confidence. This view needs to 
be tempered though, as it may 
be a temporary or even false 
position given that the industry 
is still seriously depleted – 
particularly where driver 
numbers are concerned due to 
cab shortages. However, with 
the reduction in the volume 
of PHV drivers entering the 
congestion charging zone, as 
well as a potential rise in PH 
fares due to VAT issues, things 
may well be looking more 
positive but it’s still too soon to 
start punching the air.

With fuel, energy and food 
prices all on a steep incline, 
inflation could potentially go 
through the roof. For many, 
taking a taxi is a luxury – 
something which is not a weekly 
occurrence and the first thing 
that evaporates when inflation 
goes up or there is a major 
conflict, is the purchase of 
luxuries. The industry has to be 
mindful of this and the current 
purple patch may be as false as a 
photo of a shirtless Russian leader 
riding a grizzly bear.              n TAXI

UK is not dependent on Russian 
gas supply. It meets around 
half of its annual gas supply 
through domestic production 
with the vast majority of imports 
coming from countries such as 
Norway and other suppliers. In 
fact, there are no gas pipelines 
directly linking the UK with 
Russia whatsoever. In relation to 
oil supplies, the UK imports less 
than 10% from Russia. Therefore, 
could the current price increases 
be repelled by opening new 
drilling fields in the North Sea? 
That is a question for Secretary 
of State for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy, Kwasi 
Kwarteng to answer.

Electricity, fuel & food
With the current crisis having 
a massive effect on the cost of 
fuel and energy, we have seen 
petrol and diesel rise by around 
35 pence per litre in a fortnight. 
Diesel is now tipping the scales at 
around £1.80 per litre (£8.17 per 
gallon), meaning cabbies who 
are driving TX4s and Mercedes 
Vitos, are seeing a fuel increase 
of almost 25%. TXe and Dynamo 
driving cabbies have been hit 
even harder, with a near 50% 
increase on every charge-up. 
Questions are now being asked 
by the industry as to why the 
fuel increase supplement, which 
engages when fuel prices exceed a 
given level, hasn’t been applied by 
Transport for London. The answer 
is quite simple – it no longer 
exists. The temporary meter 

May You Live in 
Interesting Times
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CABVISION NETWORK LTD. IS AUTHORISED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY (FCA).
REGISTRATION NUMBER 910574
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We will give you the full CabPay payment system absolutely free when you enter a 2-year meter
contract with Cabvision - saving £199.99

*Terms & Conditions apply
** CabPay System does not include Tablet or Phone

Register @ www.cabpay.uk

cabvision.comcabpay.uk

Powered by Cabvision

• Low transaction rate of 1.99% + 10p on all cards
• 7 Day, next day payments*
• 24/7 UK help-desk
• TfL Approved
• All paperwork completed online

CabPay Payment System for your New Electric TaxiFree
Free!

1.99% + 10p
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Offsetting the Rising  
Cost of Living

Columnist | Emma Lunn

Money matters

If you shop at Waitrose, Tesco, Sainsbury’s or Asda, ditch it for a 
budget supermarket.

Aldi was recently named the cheapest UK supermarket in a 
survey by Which? But there’s not much between Aldi and its biggest 
budget rival – Lidl is just as cheap. Shopping in Waitrose, on the 
other hand, will cost you about 40% more than Aldi each time. 

Inflation is at its highest rate for 30 years, energy bills are rising 
from April, and the Ukraine crisis is pushing up fuel prices. 
With many people still feeling the pinch from the pandemic, 
the current economic situation means household budgets are 

under more pressure than ever before. 
But don’t panic! Here are six things you can do to offset the surging 

cost of living.

TAXI’s Emma is on hand with six suggestions to offset the surging cost of living…

1Switch to a cheaper 
supermarket

No one can live without 
broadband these days, but that 
doesn’t mean you have to pay 
over the odds for your internet 
connection. 

If you’re out of the minimum 
term on your contract, you’re 
free to switch to a cheaper 
supplier. Alternatively, you can 
negotiate a new deal with your 
current supplier. 

If you have TV channels 
bundled in with your broadband, 
think about what you actually 
watch. You can save cash by 
ditching premium channels such 
as Sky Sports and Sky Movies.

3Haggle your 
broadband contract

Banks are so keen for new business that they will pay you cold hard 
cash to switch your current account to them. For example, NatWest 
is offering £150 cashback to switchers if you switch before 7 April.

Santander offers £140 to switchers and First Direct £130, while 
Virgin Money will give you a £100 ‘Virgin Experience Days’ Gift Card.

To get the cash, you need to arrange the switch via the Current 
Account Switch Service (CASS). 

4Switch current 
accounts

According to a study by 
Wealthify, about 10 million Brits 
have unintentionally paid fees 
due to not cancelling free trials 
for subscriptions or failing to 
read the terms and conditions. 
It says households waste about 
£118.80 a year by paying for 
things they no longer use. 

Go through all your direct 
debits and continuous payments, 
and think about cancelling 
streaming services, subscriptions 
and memberships that don’t give 
you value for money. 

5Carry out a 
subscriptions inventory

London bus, tube and train fares went up almost 5% at the 
beginning of March. Some journeys will see an even steeper 
increase than that. London Mayor Sadiq Khan has put prices up 
because Transport for London is running out of money. 

Fuel prices are skyrocketing, with the Ukraine crisis impacting 
oil supplies and pushing average UK costs at the time of writing to 
£1.63 a litre for petrol and £1.73 a litre for diesel.

No matter how you usually get from A to B when not driving a 
cab, try to walk or cycle instead, if you can. Not only will travelling 
under your own steam save you money, but you’ll get fitter and 
healthier too.

2Think alternative - 
Walk or cycle 

The maximum amount energy 
suppliers can charge consumers 
for a unit of energy goes up 
in April – meaning the typical 
household using the average 
amount of energy could see an 
annual bill close to £2,000.

But there are loads of things 
you can do to use less energy. 
Firstly, set your heating controls 
so you only heat your home when 
there’s someone in. While you’re 

there, turn the thermostat down a 
degree or two. Bleed your radiators 
to make them more efficient, and 
use draught excluders to block 
gaps around doors and windows.

Swap halogen light bulbs for 
LED bulbs, as they last much 
longer. And don’t leave electrical 
items such as TVs, games 
consoles and computers on 
standby – they still use power in 
sleep mode.                             n TAXI

6Turn down your 
thermostat
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ELECTRIC DRIVE.  NO RANGE-ANXIETY.

Download the LEVC app to discover our full product guides, including 
operator handbooks, quick start guides and much more.

SWITCH  TO  SAVE

Find your local dealer at m.levc.com/switch

AVAILABLE UNTIL 31ST MARCH 2022

SAVE on fuel costs
SAVE with zero low emission zone charges
SAVE with £7,500 plug-in taxi grant* 

TX Vista from the equivalent of £189 per week*

Save up to £123 per week on fuel costs**

Representative example based on 5-year PCP finance plan with TX Vista
Cash price £67,477.00 Optional final payment £20,605.00
Plug-in taxi grant (PITG) £7,500.00 Agreement duration 61 months
Customer deposit £3,750.00 Total amount payable £74,017.60
Dealer deposit contribution £575.00 Representative APR 7.30%
Total amount of credit £55,652.00 Interest rate (fixed) 7.06%
60 monthly payments £817.96 Option to purchase fee £10.00

318 miles total range including 
64 miles of pure electric range.†

*�Business�users�only.�Finance�illustration�refers�to�Personal�Contract�Purchase,�7.30%�APR�representative;�figures�based�on�a�TX�Vista�at�£67,477.00�OTR�(exclusive�of�OLEV�plug-in�taxi�grant�of�£7,500.00�and�is�subject�
to�European�Whole�Vehicle�Type�approval�and�European�Commission�state�aid�notification),�a�customer�deposit�of�£3,750.00�plus�a�dealer�finance�deposit�contribution�of�£575.00,�followed�by�60�monthly�payments 
of�£817.96.�It�is�not�possible�to�pay�by�week,�balance�is�paid�via�monthly�direct�debit�plus�deposit�and�optional�final�balloon�payment�of�£20,605.00.�Personal�Contract�Purchase�based�upon�an�annual�contracted�mileage 
of�30,000�miles.�You�have�the�option�at�the�end�of�the�agreement�to�1.�Return�the�vehicle�and�not�pay�the�optional�final�payment.�If�the�vehicle�has�exceeded�the�maximum�agreed�mileage�a�charge�per�excess�mile�will�
apply.�In�this�example,�6p�plus�VAT�per�excess�mile.�If�the�vehicle�is�in�good�condition�(fair�wear�and�tear�accepted)�and�has�not�exceeded�the�maximum�agreed�mileage�you�will�have�nothing�further�to�pay.�2.�Pay�the�
optional�final�payment�and�keep�the�vehicle.�Includes�a�purchase�fee�of�£10.�Or�3.�Part�exchange�the�vehicle�subject�to�settlement�of�your�existing�finance�agreement;�new�finance�agreements�are�subject�to�status. 
All�prices� inclusive�of�VAT.�Two,�three�or�four-year�plans�are�also�available.�LEVC�is�a�credit�broker�and�not�a� lender.�Finance� is�provided�by�Black�Horse�Taxi�Finance,�a�trading�style�of�Black�Horse�Ltd,�St�William�
House,�Tresillian�Terrace,�Cardiff�CF10�5BH.�Credit�is�subject�to�status�and�is�only�available�to�UK�residents�aged�18�and�over.�All�prices�and�promotions�are�valid�for�vehicles�ordered�and�delivered�before�31�March�2022. 
Dealer�deposit�contribution�offer�available�at�participating�dealers�only.�Excludes�meter,�credit�card�equipment�and�any�local�authority�fees.�Offer�is�subject�to�availability�and�full�details�can�be�found�at�your�nearest�LEVC�
dealer: www.levc.com. LEVC reserves the right to terminate offers at any time.

**Based� on� a� driver� profile� covering� 120� miles� per� day,� 5� days� per� week� in� an� LEVC� TX� with� WLTP� electric� range� of� 64� miles,� usable� battery� capacity� of� 24.2kWh,� to� include� one� home� charge� plus� 20� mins 
on�street�rapid�charge�per�shift�–�i.e.�108�electric�miles�per�shift,�plus�remaining�range�(12�miles�per�shift)�done�on�range�extender�at�32.1mpg�(WLTP).�Comparable�driver�profile�covering�the�same�distance�over�the�same�
period�in�a�diesel�TX4�(euro�5)�based�on�real-world�achievement�of�22mpg�average�mpg�(70%�of�NEDC�combined�consumption�of�32mpg)�with�diesel�fuel�cost�of�148.9p�per�litre.

†Total�flexible�range�of�318.2�and�pure�EV�range�of�64�miles,�official�EAER�(Equivalent�All�Electric�Range)�figure,�achieved�under�WLTP�(Worldwide�Harmonised�Light�Vehicle�Test�Procedure)�test�conditions.
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The Portland 
Spy Ring

Columnist | Robert Lordan

For many people, the recent 
events in Ukraine have 
rekindled memories of the 
Cold War – that ominous 

period between 1945 and 1989 
when the threat of a nuclear 
confrontation between the USA and 
USSR felt like a terrifying possibility. 
Espionage played a key role during 
this era, and over the decades many 
Soviet spies operated in London. 
Here’s the story of one such case… 
the Portland Spy Ring. 

Cranley Drive, Ruislip
In the late 1950s and early ‘60s, 
a bungalow on Cranley Drive, 
Ruislip was home to a middle-aged, 
supposedly Canadian couple named 
Helen and Peter Kroger – the latter of 
whom ran an antique bookshop on 
The Strand. Their perceived existence 
however was a complete lie. Helen 
and Peter were in fact American… 
and they weren’t called Helen and 
Peter. Their real names were Morris 
and Lona Cohen. The real Helen and 
Peter Kroger were long dead – killed 
in a car crash in New Zealand – and 
their names had been co-opted by the 
KGB for the use of two of their most 
important operatives. 

Soviet spies
An ardent communist, Morris Cohen 
began spying for the Soviet Union 
whilst serving in the US Army during 
WWII. He married Lona (who initially 
had no idea about her husband’s 
covert activities), in 1941. Lona shared 
the same political beliefs however, 
and within just a few months she too 
was on board. Fellow spy, George 
Blake who escaped from Wormwood 
Scrubs prison in 1966, would later 
describe Lona as a “very, very resolute 
woman – very determined.”

The Cohens were tasked with 
stealing information related to 
American weaponry, and after 
persuading someone to smuggle 
a newly developed machine-gun 
out of a factory in Connecticut, 
they moved on to far bigger things 
– namely helping pass top-secret 
information on to the Soviets about 
The Manhattan Project, which the 
American scheme to build the first 
atomic bomb. This was carried out in 
conjunction with a scientist employed 
on the project named Karl Fuchs 
who, after the war, moved to the UK 
to work on Britain’s nuclear weapons 

programme. Here, Fuchs continued 
to pass on secrets, often liaising with 
his KGB handlers at Kew Gardens 
tube station. 

Unmasked
Fuchs was unmasked in 1950, 
prompting Morris and Lona Cohen 
to flee their home in New York; first 
to Lublin in Poland, then London, 
where they settled in Ruislip in 
1954. By now the Soviets were eager 
to garner intelligence on Britain’s 
submarine fleet, and for this they 
recruited an agent named Gordon 
Lonsdale – real name Konon Molody 
– who was Russian born, but fluent 
in English having lived in the USA 
as a child. In a similar manner to 
Morris Cohen, Konon Molody 
posed as a Canadian businessman 
– supposedly dealing in jukeboxes 
and bubble-gum machines – 
and proceeded to befriend a 
fellow named Harry Houghton, 
who worked for the Admiralty 
Underwater Weapons Establishment 
at Portland in Dorset; the place 
where the Royal Navy experimented 
with their new weaponry. 

Manipulation
With a chequered past and a serious 
drinking problem, Houghton proved 
easy to manipulate and he was soon 
obtaining sensitive documents which 
were passed to Molody during trips 
to London, often accompanied by 
his girlfriend Ethel Gee who was 
also in on the act. Lonsdale would 
then deliver these packages to the 
Cohens in Ruislip where, from their 

bungalow, they would transmit the 
information to the USSR via radio. 
These communications were most 
likely conducted using ‘numbers 
stations’; short-wave broadcasts 
in which seemingly meaningless 
sets of numbers are read out, and 
which only the intended receiver can 
decipher using a one-off code pad. 
Surprisingly, numbers stations can 
still be heard on crackling short-wave 
radio bands today. The information 
they relay is usually read out by eerie, 
automated voices, and listening in 
on one can be a rather unsettling 
experience…

‘Sniper’
For his part, Houghton was 
receiving substantial cash 
payments which he spent far too 
freely (especially on luxury items 
and generous rounds in the pub), 
meaning distrust soon fell upon 
him. This suspicion was confirmed 
in 1960 when a Polish double-agent 
codenamed ‘Sniper’ informed the 
British he was aware the Soviets 
had someone in the Portland 
establishment and, although he 
didn’t have the exact name, it was 
known they were a heavy drinker. 
Armed with this information, MI5 
stepped in and began tracking 
Houghton’s movements. This trail 
led to Lonsdale, then ’Helen and 
Peter Kroger’, whose bungalow was 
put under surveillance, with agents 
staked-out in a home on nearby 
Courtfield Gardens. The family  
who lived there were of course 
sworn to secrecy. 

Caught red-handed
On the 7th January 1961, Houghton, 
Gee and Lonsdale were arrested 
close to the Old Vic on Waterloo 
Road when they were spotted 
swapping a package. MI5 then 
moved in on the Cohens, initially 
claiming they were investigating 
a series of burglaries. Once inside 
their home, agents discovered a 
stash of spying-equipment including 
the radio transmitter, numerous 
passports, microdots (tiny images 
containing condensed information), 
and a cigarette lighter with a hidden 
compartment for concealing cipher 
pads. All five members of the spy-ring 
were charged with espionage at Bow 
Street Magistrates, and, following a trial 
in March 1961, all were found guilty. 
Houghton and Gee were sentenced to 
15 years but were released in 1970. 

Spy trading
The Cohens meanwhile received 20 
years, but were released in 1969 when 
the Soviets agreed to swap them for a 
British citizen named Gerald Brooke 
who’d been imprisoned in a labour 
camp after smuggling anti-Soviet 
leaflets into the USSR. For their efforts, 
the Cohens received several Soviet 
decorations. They lived in Moscow 
for the rest of their lives, both dying in 
the 1990s – Lona in 1992, and Peter 
in 1995. Later that decade, the couple 
were commemorated on a pair of 
Russian stamps.                               n TAXI
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“Agents discovered 
a stash of spying-
equipment including 
the radio transmitter, 
numerous passports, 
microdots (tiny images 
containing condensed 
information), and a 
cigarette lighter with 
a hidden compartment 
for concealing cipher 
pads.”

Peter and Helen Kroger commemorated on a pair of Russian stamps

Learn Rob’s tales of London criminality to increase your tips
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.  
Allan Reece Associates LLP is Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Number: 798177.

For over 25 years we have arranged mortgages 
for licensed London taxi drivers. Call today 
to speak to one of our specialist team 
and find out how we can help you.

Capital House, Appleton Way, Hornchurch RM12 4XY • info@arallp.co.uk • www.arallp.co.uk

Call now to arrange a FREE consultation

0203 935 7999

At Allan Reece Associates LLP, we work with the country’s 
leading mortgage lenders to find the right solution for you.

Need a Mortgage?
We’ve got the knowledge.
Equity Release • Mortgage Advice • Protection

GBTS LTD
0208 912 2351

info@gbtaxiservicesltd.co.uk
www.gbts.limited

Services:-

n  Vehicle Repairs: All bodywork undertaken 
with replacement vehicles available

n M.O.T. Centre
n Service Centre
n Tyre Service Centre - TX-4 Maxis £60 Fitted
n  MB Vito rear steer repair & overhaul prep
n Taxi overhaul prep
n   Engine overhauls & builds
n Gearbox builds

Your one stop shop for everything  you need!
Taxi Rentals:-

New TX-Es

TX-4s

MB Vito’s
GB Taxi Services LTD
22-24 Redburn Ind Est, Woodall Road, Enfield, EN3 4LE
BS10125 Manufacturer & Insurance Approved Certified Repairer

Full breakdown support & replacement Taxis available!
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TAXI talks with cabbie’s 
son and newly turned 
professional fighter,  
Alfie Winter…

Feature | Professional Boxer, Alfie Winter

20

Those of you who move 
in boxing circles may 
have heard about 
Alfie Winter already. 

For those who haven’t, Alfie 
is the son of ‘one of our own’ 
and in February made his 
professional boxing debut 
against journeyman legend, 
Kevin McCauley – winning on 
points 40-36… Next up was 
Russian, Rustem Fatkhullin 
which went exactly the same 
way. Alfie Winter has now won 
his first two professional fights 
without losing a round… 

Hi Alfie, firstly congratulations on 
turning pro and thanks for doing 
an interview with TAXI. As the son 
of a London cabbie, I know there’s 
already a lot of talk and excitement 
about you and your career in 
cabbing trade circles!

 What got you in to boxing? 
How old were you? Why did  
you start?
Alfie: I started boxing when I 
packed in football when I was 
16. I started because I wanted 
to maintain fitness but when I 
trained at the boxing gym for the 
first time, I realised I wasn’t fit to 
start with. 
 

 Where was your first club? 
Alfie: My first club was a small 
club in Merstham, Surrey called 
Battlebridge Amateur Boxing Club.
 

 How many clubs and trainers 
have you had?
Alfie: I’ve been at three clubs 
throughout my amateur career 
including Battlebridge, Earlsfield 
and Guildford City. I’ve had many 
top trainers across the years. 
There’s usually a team of trainers 
within amateur clubs so I’ve 
learnt different things from each 
one. I’ve always been grateful for 
the time they put in. 

 I hear you are working with 
Kevin ‘Mighty’ Mitchell? What’s 
that like and who else do you have 
around you helping you develop?
Alfie: It’s a privilege to work 
with Kevin Mitchell as he’s been 
there and done it at the highest 
level in the sport. I believe I’ve 
just scratched the surface of his 
knowledge and I’m excited to keep 
learning under him. Tony Sims is 
also great to have around. Crucial 
to my development lately has been 

Feature

Walking in 
a Winter 
Wonderland…
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“My dad has been 
instrumental in my 
boxing career and 
has put in as much as 
anyone could without 
physically doing the 
training as well.”

Feature | Professional Boxer, Alfie Winter

sparring with some of the country’s 
top fighters in Conor Benn, Joe 
Cordina, John Ryder and Felix Cash. 
Another reason I’m progressing is 
due to the work I’ve been doing with 
Liam and Stuart at ‘Programmed to 
Perform’ which cover my strength 
and conditioning.

 As a younger man growing up 
did you find that there was pressure 
from mates to behave in a certain 
way? Was there ever a sense of social 
expectancy or pressure, especially in 
male culture - nights out etc? 
Alfie: I didn’t find personally 
there was any pressure or social 
expectancy from friends as 
everyone in my circle understood 
the boxing journey I’ve been on 
from a young age. I’ve always been 
supported by friends to make the 
right decision. 

 How do you cope now with the 
identity of being a pro boxer? Does it 
feel different now you’ve turned 
professional?
Alfie: I don’t find many differences 
between the identity of an amateur 
boxer compared to a pro boxer. I’m 
still doing what I’ve always done 
which is give 100 percent to my 
training and my craft. 

 What do you remember most 
vividly about your first professional 
fight?
Alfie: My most vivid memory of 
the pro debut was my huge support 
and everyone chanting ‘walking in 
a winter wonderland’. I remember 
that giving me an extra boost. 
 

 I know your dad is a Licensed 
London cabbie, what influence has 
he had on your career?
Alfie: My dad has been 
instrumental in my boxing career 
and has put in as much as anyone 
could without physically doing 

the training as well. From the 
beginning I’d always be in the 
back of his cab to and from 
training up until I passed my 
driving test – which was years, 
so I’m thankful he didn’t have 
the meter running. He’s still 
supporting me in too many 
ways to list – but suffice to say, 
I couldn’t have done what I’ve 
done without him. 
   

 What does your weekly 
training regime look like?
Alfie: I train 10 times a week with 
a decent rest on the weekend. 
The sessions include sparring, 
pad-work, bag-work, hill sprints, 
track work, and strength and 
conditioning. Kevin really puts us 
through it. 

 What specific area of training 
causes you the most dread / pain? 
Do you wake up some days and 
think “oh no it’s a cardio/core/

weights session today!”
Alfie: There’s no easy sessions 
but boxing is what I love to 
do. When there’s no punching 
involved it takes a little bit of 
the fun away. I don’t dread any 
sessions but hill sprints definitely 
isn’t a favourite. 
 

 Are you on a strict diet? What 
does meal planning look like for 
you on average day?
Alfie: All my meals are taken care 
of for me by ‘Prep No More’ who 
sponsor me. It’s pretty much what 
you’d expect a boxer’s diet to look 
like. No takeaways but there’s 
always room for a cheeky pizza 
after a fight though. 

 Who’s the most awkward 
opponent you’ve fought to date and 
why?
Alfie: Every opponent presents 
different problems. I see them as 
a puzzle to solve. 
 

 Who researches your 
opponents? Do you prepare 
differently depending on the 
opponent’s skills or weaknesses? 
Can you give an example?
Alfie: Kevin, my trainer, 
researches my opponents. My 
debut I fought Kevin McCauley. 
He’d had 248 fights and been 
stopped only a handful of times 
so the plan was to look impressive 
over the distance instead of 
breaking my hands on his head. 
He wasn’t going anywhere.
 

 Who decides on your game 
plan for the fight – how difficult is it 
to stick to that plan during the bout?
Alfie: Everyone has a plan until 
you get punched in the face. 
There’s times where the crowd or 
emotion can influence the way 
you box but it’s the more you 
experience this, the easier it is to 
ignore and stay ice cold in there. 
 

 What are your best strengths 
as a fighter?
Alfie: My brain and my ability to 
adapt to who’s in front of me.

 How far do you want to go in 
the game – short and long-term 
goals? 
Alfie: I’d like to have another 
six fights this year. My long-term 
goals are to go to the very top 
of the sport and become world 
champion. In my opinion there’s 
no point being in the sport if 
you’re going to play around in it. 
 

 What’s next for you? Will 
you continue to fight at 

welterweight, or do you think you’ll 
ever consider shifting up or down a 
weight category? 
Alfie: I’m happy at welterweight 
and will stay there for now. I’d never 
write off changing weight in the 
future. I will go up rather than down.

Who sponsors you? Do you 
get any perks? Y’know, free stuff or 
discounted stuff? 
Alfie: I have a couple of 
businesses that help me out. 
‘Programmed to Perform’ my 
strength and conditioning team 
help me with that side of my game. 
‘Prep No More’ sort out all of my 
meals for me and deliver them to 
my door. I have other businesses 
that sponsor the fight kits to gain 
exposure which helps me towards 
training more full time. 

Who would be your ideal 
sponsor?
Alfie: My ideal sponsor would be 
a clothing company. It’s important 
to me to stay looking sharp. So, 
if anybody out there knows of 
anyone in clothes and brands and 
would like to get on board with me 
please get in contact!
 

With your dad being a cabbie, 
what’s your following like of cabbies 
attending fights?
Alfie: He brings along maybe 
eight or so cab drivers, but I’d love 
to turn up to a venue and see the 
car park full of London’s finest. 
 

If you had to say one thing 
about London cabbies what would 
it be?
Alfie: I’d say you’d very rarely 
find a cabbie who you can’t trust. 
Likeable and reliable characters 
who work hard for their money. 
 

There’s a fair bit of buzz 
around you at the moment and 
your career is taking off at a rate… 
How do cabbies keep up with what’s 
going on? How do they follow you 
on social media and get tickets to 
see your fights?
Alfie: @alfiewinter_ is my 
Instagram name. I sort my tickets 
out through there and keep people 
up to date with my training and 
everything going on with my 
boxing. 

My promoter, Richard Maynard 
of Maynard Communications is 
planning my next fight (which will 
moving up from four to a six-round 
contest) for May 14th in Tollworth. 
Opponent to be confirmed very 
soon... It’d be amazing to see a 
crowd of London’s finest there  
to support!.                                    n TAXI
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Alfie, fighting Russian Rustem Fatkhullin 

Alfie with cabbie dad, Mark
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Phil’s ‘London heritage’ knowledge journey is designed to hopefully 
make your driving day and workplace surroundings, a little more interesting…

I 
hope you are enjoying 
this series of articles on 
London’s ancient quarter. 
If the subject of history did 

not feature on your curriculum 
whilst in education, it’s never 
too late to take an interest in 
this captivating subject. History 
is the story of the human race, 
from its evolution to the present 
day. Recording the past can 
teach us about our failures in 
the present. Alas, a negative 
metaphor that is widely used in 
literature, ‘history has a way of 
repeating itself’ meaning that 
we often do not learn the lessons 
from the past. 

Detectives
Historians are similar to 
detectives, always searching for 
the evidence where observation 
plays a key role in collating the 
facts. When we read a ‘fact’ 
about history from a book or 
Wikipedia, it may be inaccurate, 
however, I encourage you to seek 
out the relics in the capital and 
delve into the archives which 
will provide the opportunity 
to form your own personal 
interpretations. I urge you to 
walk through the streets of 
London and formulate your own 
opinions on its storehouse of 
artifacts. It is people that affect 

history and history that affects 
people – history is very personal.

Finding Shakespeare
In the course of a working day 
in the cab, it is probable that 
you have set down a fare at 
the Shakespeare public house 
in Buckingham Palace Road, 
the Shakespeare Tower in 
the Barbican and the Globe 
theatre at Bankside – the home 
of Shakespearean plays. The 
memory of Shakespeare is 
imbedded in many landmarks 
across the capital. London has 
always been a place for creative 
visionaries. William Shakespeare 
(1564-1616) is without doubt the 
doyen of English literature, but 
please don’t believe the plays 
of William Shakespeare are for 
highly educated people and 
that those who did not have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
great Bard should be excluded 
from his works. Shakespeare is 
for everyone, and I endeavour 
to re-introduce you to this 
renowned playwright – hopefully 
presenting him in a way that’s a 
little more accessible…

Early beginnings
William Shakespeare was born 
in Stratford-upon-Avon on the 
23 April 1564. He came from a 
middle-class family and lived in 
a substantial Tudor residence. 
Surrounded by seven siblings, 
he recorded that his childhood 

Columnist | Phil Brown

early career at the aptly named 
Theatre and Curtain theatre in 
Shoreditch. A heritage plaque 
in Curtain Road recalls the 
Theatre. As religious fever swept 
through 16th-century England, 
the city authorities banished all 
forms of entertainment from the 
thoroughfares of its jurisdiction. 
It is no coincidence that the Globe 
Theatre is located in Southwark 
at Bankside as the area became 
London’s entertainment centre. 
Here, on the south-side of the 
River Thames, theatre’s, brothels, 
rowdy taverns and bear baiting 
pits, enthused the population of 
the city looking for a good night 
out. Of the many playhouses 
in this location, it is the Globe 
which was closely associated with 
Shakespeare. 

All the world’s a stage
Shakespeare’s work was not 
only confined to acting but also 
writing. Indeed, as a playwright 
he excelled, creating a plethora 
of great plays, including Romeo 
and Juliet, Macbeth, Othello 
and As You Like It. In total the 
Bard wrote over thirty plays and 
one hundred and fifty sonnets 
(poems). Shakespeare’s plays 
can be understood as histories, 
comedies and tragedies. They are 
still as popular today as they were 
over 400 years ago. 

The original Globe theatre 
was built in 1598 and the new 
Globe built in 1997 is a replica of 
the original. The playhouse was 
burnt to the ground in 1613 when 
a cannon set fire to the thatched 
roof during a performance of 
Henry VIII. It was rebuilt in the 
early 17th century but eventually 
closed down in 1642 and 
demolished two years later by the 
Puritans under a religious edict.

Legacy 
William Shakespeare was a 
man way ahead of his time. 
His creative abilities were 
above and beyond most of his 
contemporaries. The Bards 
plays and sonnets are studied 
at universities throughout the 
world and his work continues to 
be performed in the theatres of 
major capital cities across the 
globe. The dramas that were acted 
out in his plays have formed the 
benchmark for aspiring writers, 
producers and directors of plays 
and films ever since.     n TAXI   

years was a cacophony of noise 
reverberating through the 
vibrant household. He attended 
the nearby Kings Edward VI 
School where Latin and Classics 
featured on the syllabus, 
which was widely taught to the 
middling classes. From an early 
age, William showed a natural 
talent for English literature, his 
teachers were full of praise for his 
English comprehension, which 
was full of creativity. He did not 
attend university but did put his 
command of the English language 
to good use. Shakespeare was a 
home tutor to the children of rich 
aristocrats around the Stratford 
locality. In his adolescent years he 
met a young maiden named Ann 
Hathaway, whom he married at 
the age of eighteen, having three 
children in quick succession. In 
the Elizabethan age, one married 
young and produced children 
very quickly. The life expectancy 
of an adult was just 35 years and 
the mortality rate for infants was 
extremely high.

Escape to London
Destiny is an unknown fate and 
one event in a person’s life can 
affect their entire existence. 
An incident that would change 
Shakespeare’s circumstances 
was about to unravel in the 
bucolic setting of Stratford-
upon-Avon. In the summer of 
1586, Shakespeare was on his 
way home, walking through the 
village when he noticed a stray 
deer. He took it upon himself 
to capture the animal and take 
it back to his residence. A week 
later a warrant was issued for 
the assailant who had stolen 
the deer. Fearing prosecution, 
Shakespeare absconded to 
London. He needed employment 
and found a job looking after 
the horses outside the Rose 
Theatre across the Thames 
at Bankside. Here, he peered 
through the outer walls of the 
theatre, watching the actors 
perform in front of the animated 
spectators. The country boy from 
Stratford-upon Avon had found 
his vocation.

Bankside
The stage beckoned for 
Shakespeare. He joined a 
theatrical group of players 
called the ‘Lord Chamberlains 
Men.’ He performed in his 

Footprints & foundations

A Passage Through Time 
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One-to-One
Personal Service
Martin Cordell & Co
Accountants & Tax Specialists to the Taxi Trade

We understand your business and we’re here 
to help, so let us take the strain of dealing 
with your accounts and tax obligations.
With over 50 years’ experience of the 
taxi trade and more than 30 expert 
staff members, we believe that we are 
the leading taxi drivers’ accountancy 
firm in the UK.

FREE & SECURE PARKING ON SITE

CALL US TO ARRANGE A FREE FIRST CONSULTATION – IN PERSON OR OVER THE PHONE

Our services include:
- Preparation of accounts
- Bookkeeping
- Tax Returns
- VAT Returns
- Payroll
- Tax enquiries and investigations
- Loss of earnings claims
- Company formation and advice
- One point of contact for ongoing continuity
- Easy payment terms

Phone us today on: 020 8980 7161
See us at:  Unit 6, Quebec Wharf
   14 Thomas Road
   Limehouse
   London E14 7AF
or:   9 Church Road, Stanmore
   Middlesex HA7 4AR
Email:   info@mcordell.co.uk
Web:   www.martin-cordell.co.uk

We understand your business and we’re here 
to help, so let us take the strain of dealing 
with your accounts and tax obligations.
With over 50 years’ experience of the 
taxi trade and more than 30 expert 
staff members, we believe that we are 
the leading taxi drivers’ accountancy 
firm in the UK.

Loren Wedderburn loren@centuryone.uk 01727 739 184
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The Oldest Football 
Club in London

London boasts more 
professional football clubs 

than any other city on the planet. 
Between the Premier League and 
League 2 there are an incredible 13 
clubs in the capital. With Arsenal 
leading the way with the greatest 
trophy haul, Chelsea winning the 
most European trophies and Spurs 
becoming the first non-league side 
to win the FA cup and West Ham 
boasting more players in England's 
victorious World Cup final starting 
XI, you would be forgiven for 
thinking that one of those four 
clubs would be the oldest in 
London. However, the true elder 
statesman of London's footballing 
fraternity may surprise you. 
Founded in 1879, Fulham, are in 
fact London's oldest professional 
football club.

Originally called Fulham St 
Andrews, they were named after the 
church where the club was founded 
– St Andrews Church, Greyhound 
Road W14. The name was shortened 
to Fulham Football Club in 1888 
and they moved into the Archibald 
Leitch designed, Craven Cottage 
in 1896, after spending 16 seasons 
playing at Fulham Fields. Despite 
their formation in 1879, Fulham 
didn't turn professional until 1898. 
They were the third London club 
to turn professional, behind both 
Arsenal and Millwall.

In 1911 Fulham achieved the 
unique distinction of fielding 
the first African player to grace 
league football, Egyptian striker, 
Hussein Hegazi. Unfortunately, he 
only played one game for Fulham 
before moving to Dulwich Hamlet – 
although he did score in that  
one match.

Although never winning a major 
trophy in their 143-year history, 
they have come close, finishing 
runners-up in the FA Cup Final in 
1975 and the Europa League Final 
in 2010. The club have fielded some 
of the finest players to grace a pitch 
including two World Cup winners in 
George Cohen and Bobby Moore as 
well as other legends such as Johnny 
Haynes, George Best, Malcolm 
MacDonald and Rodney Marsh.

New |  So You Think You Know London?

The Monument

If you don't know where The Monument, is situated then it's highly likely that you aren't 
a London cabbie or studying The Knowledge. However, there is a purpose as to why the 

Monument is situated where it is (the junction of Fish Street Hill and Monument Street). At 
202 feet high, if the column were laid flat at its point of origin, its tip would reach the site of 
the bakers shop in Pudding Lane, where a bit of a blaze erupted.

Designed by Christopher Wren and Robert Hooke, The Monument was erected in 
commemoration of the Great Fire of London, which started on September 2, 1666, and 
lasted for 4 days. It was built on the site of St Margaret, New Fish Street, the first church 
to be destroyed by the Great Fire. Another monument, the Golden Boy of Pye Corner, 
marks the point near Smithfield where the fire was stopped.

One strange fact attributed to the Monument is that more people have died falling 
from its structure than actually died in the fire which it commemorates. Six people have 
committed suicide and two have fallen accidentally however, only six people died in 
the blaze, which destroyed around 70,000 homes.

Another strange fact attached to the Monument is that it was meant to double-up 
as a scientific instrument. The main shaft was meant for use as a zenith telescope 
and for use in a number of other scientific studies, including gravity and pendulum 
experiments. There was even an underground laboratory for scientists to work in, 
however traffic vibration eventually rendered the experimental conditions useless.

Nowadays, The Monument isn't just used as a high-rise tourist attraction. It is also 
used to record weather, building and ground activity in the City via a 360° panoramic 
camera, which was installed in 2009.                         n TAXI

Du Cane Court

Du Cane Court will be very 
familiar to almost all of you. This 

building is one of the mainstays of The 
Knowledge and has been regularly 
asked by many an examiner over the 
decades. However, what you may not 
know is that this building is the largest 
privately owned block of flats under 
one roof in Europe.

This art-deco building, situated 
in Balham High Road was built 
between 1935 and 1938, although 
it was officially opened in 1937.  It 
boasts an incredible 676 separate 
apartments within its confines. 
But the most fascinating aspect of 
this building comes courtesy of the 
Second World War. 

It is believed that had the Germans 
managed to invade Britain, Du Cane 
Court would become a German 
military HQ or Adolf Hitler's personal 
UK headquarters. This belief may 
carry some weight on the basis that 
despite the Luftwaffe bombing an 
area all around the building, not 
one single incendiary device nor 
explosive actually fell on it – this 

drove speculation that the building 
was purposefully not targeted. Site 
maps in relation to where German 
bombs fell also support the fact that 
Ducane Court was never hit. It was 
also claimed that Hitler, had selected 
the building to be his HQ, because 
it bears a passing resemblance to a 
swastika when observed from the 
air… however, the briefest of glances 
at Google Maps satellite view, will 

debunk that particular theory.
Thankfully we will never know 

whether the speculation was correct, 
and Hitler would have turned this 
building into the British version of 
‘Eagles Nest’. However, we do know 
some rather well-known individuals 
who did make Du Cane Court their 
home, including comedians Tommy 
Trinder and Arthur Smith, and actor 
Christopher Luscombe.

24
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HALVEY ENGINEERING
TX4 ENGINE SPECIALIST

SERVING THE TAXI TRADE FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS

RECON TX4 ENGINE - supply & fit with 1 year guarantee £2,100 

BRAND NEW out of the crate TX4 engine supply & fit £3,200 

TTiimmiinngg  bbeelltt  kkiitt  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt £260

* All prices subject VAT

0208 312 2224 
halveyengineeringltd@hotmail.com

Based in the  
Woolwich area

CALL TODAY:

OR EMAIL:

WE ARE BACK!
Celebrating 50 Years

1972-2022

WE NEED YOU!
Drivers needed for Hastings Monday 13th June 2022 please contact 

Steve 07866423851/Ray 07779798872

For further information please visit www.albanytaxicharity.org

Are you a budding Runner or Cyclist? 
We are lucky enough to have much sought-after fund-raising places for:

VIRGIN LONDON MARATHON
2nd OCTOBER 2022

Contact Angela 07734049735

RIDE LONDON 100
29th May 2022

Contact Iain 07947400822
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1  Please write the name and full postal address of your 
branch in the box (left)

2 Name of account holder

3 Account number

4 Bank Sort Code

Banks/Building Societies may not accept instructions to pay Direct Debit from 
some types of account.

5 Signature(s)

Date

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone Mobile

Email Twitter

Date of Birth Badge No.

Badge colour (Please state whether green or yellow) Year badge obtained

Suburban badge sector numbers

Have you ever been a member of the LTDA before? (please tick)      Yes                  No

Do you currently have points on your DVLA driving license? (please tick)      Yes                  No            

If Yes how many points do you have? 

Please tick if you DO NOT wish to receive information from the LTDA and other related organisations in the future? 

I understand that my application for membership of the Association must be approved by the Council of Management and that until 
this is confirmed I am not eligible to vote in relation to any form of Association matters. I agree that all benefits prior to approval of 
membership shall be at the discretion of the Council of Management. 
Please note: We do not provide assistance for any matters that have occurred prior to you joining LTDA. 

Signed Date

LTDA Basic Direct Debit Instructions
Instructions to your Bank/Building 
Society to pay Direct Debits:

Please complete parts 1 to 5 to instruct your branch to make 
direct payments from your account. Then return the form to the 
LTDA, FREEPOST, (PAM 2005), London W9 2BR

To the Manager of

The Direct Debit Guarantee
• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
•  If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit LTDA will notify you (10 working days) in advance of your account being

debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request LTDA to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the
request.

•  If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by LTDA, or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the
amount paid from your bank or building society.
- If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when LTDA asks you to.

•  You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

Service User Number

For Office use only
9 1 4 4 2 8

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer

APPLICATION FORM

LTDA Application Form Oct18.indd   1 09/10/2018   10:23

TWO MONTHS FREE FOR NEW MEMBERS

Bank/Building Society Address

TWO MONTHS FREE FOR FIRST TIME JOINERS

LTDA, FREEPOST, London, SE1 1PPFREEPOST LTDA
Return form to
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Brain twister | 

Puzzler
page

So you know every street and every run between two points in London? Let’s now see 
how your knowledge stands up to these brain twisters...

All puzzles © Puzzler Media Ltd - www.puzzler.com

All answers to  
puzzler on p30

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14 15

16

17 18 19

20

21 22 23

24

Sudoku
Have a go at this medium level Sudoku puzzle. Fill the grid so that every row, 
every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 just once.

3 4 7 9 1
1 4 3

4 3 9 5 1
2

1 7 6 8 2
5 2 4

9 8 4 7 3

LEVERAGE

M E
X L E

E
E P

ASTERISK

Letterbox
Complete the grid so that 
four words read across 
and a different four 
words read downwards 
using only the letters in 
the given word.

Set 
square
 Place each of the digits 
1 to 9 in the grid to make 
the sums work. We’ve 
started you with two 
numbers.

ACROSS
 1 Yellowish, vanilla‑tasting biscuit (7,5)
	 8	 Intended	or	signified	(5)
 9 Twisted about in agony (7)
 10 State of deep unconsciousness (4)
 11 Removes lime deposits from (a kettle) (8)
 14 Embrace (6)
 15 Fix securely (6)
 17 Your family origins (8)
 18 Venus de ___, ancient Greek sculpture (4)
 21 Very cross (7)
 23 Aberdeen ___, breed of beef cattle (5)
 24 Identify and solve problems (12)
DOWN
	 1	 Children’s	magazine	(5)
 2 Jerky and occasional (9)
 3 Opposed to (4)
 4 Robert ___ Jr, Iron Man star (6)
 5 Garment to wear in a downpour (8)
	 6	 Remains	of	a	fire	(3)
 7 Better than even chance in betting (4‑2)
 12 Loosening your grip (7,2)
	13	 Phrase	said	following	a	sneeze	(5,3)
 14 Neckwear item (6)
 16 Relating to a woman getting married (6)
 19 Start, beginning (5)
 20 Catholic service (4)
	22	 Word	paired	with	‘neither’	(3)
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M
y dad wasn’t a cab 
driver, in fact, he 
didn’t even drive, but 
he was a cabbie at 

heart. Uncle Dave, my dad’s older 
brother – who everybody called 
‘Frisco’, was a really old-time cab 
man, who ‘ducked and dived’ 
during the war and knew all the 
’strokes’ to pull (and even more that 
you wouldn’t believe). He loved to 
‘work the docks.’ He knew the time 
of the tides, the sailing times and 
arrivals of the Ben Boats and the 
Canary Island cruise liners. Frisco 
was on first-name terms with 
their captains, pursers and had 
first pick of the crew members to 
shlap out of the docks when they 
disembarked between sailings and 
made a dash for home.

War hero?
It was Uncle Dave who introduced 
me to cab driving. He sat me behind 
the wheel of his old Low Loader, put 
it in first gear and walked alongside 
with my dad, as it chugged along 
Bell Lane, squashing the detritus of 
the earlier Petticoat Lane Market. 
Uncle Dave, aka Frisco, was the 
stereotype of a ‘rogue-ish’ Dickensian 
cabbie. After the second World War, 
Frisco received a medal from the US 
Government for his consistent help to 
American Servicemen in London?

‘The Shvitz’
Most of my dad’s mates were cabbies. 
He’d meet up with them all at least 
once a week – at ‘The Shvitz’, the 
Hackney Turkish Baths, Poplar Baths 
or York Hall in Bethnal Green. They’d 
each bring a huge portion of grub to 
share with each other. If you were ‘one 
of the guys’, you could always be sure 
that amongst the lavish portions of 
jellied eels, Parma ham and slivers of 
crispy Danish bacon. There’d be also 
generous servings of kosher deli – salt 
beef, chopped liver, cream cheese, 
gefilte fish and smoked salmon. They 
could be sure that however many 
pounds they lost amidst hot steam 
rubs and full body massages, they’d 
be back on before the last new green 
cucumber succumbed to a set of 
yellowing false teeth.

Master of none
In those days before the war, one 
of the main occupations of Dad’s 

East End (Shoreditch, Hackney 
and Bethnal Green), was furniture 
making and upholstery: it’s no 
mystery that the Furniture Museum, 
formerly known as the Jeffrey 
Museum, was founded in nearby 
Kingsland Road. My mum described 
my dad as being “A Jack of all trades 
and a master of none,” borne out 
by the (unfortunately) slapdash 
standard of décor to be found in our 
tiny, two-roomed flat, compared, 
that was, to the comparative 
luxury of his artisan, Turkish Bath, 
amigos. If they were cabbies, they 
would overhaul their own cabs, 
draining sumps, bleeding air-locks, 
re-spraying scuffed wing panels… 
similarly, they also decorated their 
homes with the skills of Da Vinci 
or Michelangelo. There was no 
saggy, mildewed wallpaper in their 
stairwells or paint drips on the lino. 
Many of these Cabbies also custom-
built their furniture – like Gerald, 
(his friends at the ‘shvitz’ called him 
G-Plan after the famous furniture 
design) who filled his house with 
glossy examples of exquisite 
marquetry. Had you given my dad 
lots of little bits of wood, he’d have 
tied a piece of string round them and 
flogged ‘em as bundles of firewood.

Fresco facilitation…
Wow! Hot off the Cabbie Chronicles 
Press. I’ve been invited to be a 
facilitator, and at my time of life! 
So, what’s a facilitator? I asked 
Google. “A facilitator’, ‘is a person 

Cabbie chronicles

Fresco Family
Facilitators

or thing that makes an action or 
process easy, or easier. In a meeting, 
the role of a facilitator is to moderate 
a conversation during a team 
gathering or meeting. Facilitators 
set the tone for the meeting and keep 
any agenda there may be, on track’.” 
Further reading suggested I would 
need to ensure as a facilitator that 
everyone has a chance to participate 
in a meeting, which would in turn 
create a successful, and inclusive 
environment…

Cabbie chat host?
My newly-found role will be hosting 
an online video chat called ‘Taxi Talk’ 
– a virtual meeting of like-minded, 
similarly situated and mostly retired 
cab drivers on the ‘Zoom’ platform. 
If you haven’t experienced it, Zoom, 
provides a video chatting service 
that allows up to 100 devices to 
communicate, at once, for free! I’d 
seen Zoom in operation, but I’d never 
been part of a Zoom group meeting 
– till last week, when I was invited 
to take part in a demonstration run. 
I was hoping my resident IT expert 
would be sitting alongside me, but 
he was upstairs in his bedroom, on-
line, sitting on an x-box playing his 
Nintendo Play-Station. 

Woke browsers
As it transpired, the Zoom session 
was easier to understand than 
my Grandson’s gaming. At first, 
I couldn’t get my ancient Apple 
MacBook Air to synchronise with 

the goobledygook ‘link’ of blue-
lettered, alpha-numeric numbers 
and symbols that I, and the other 
participating ‘Link’ members had 
been sent electronically. No matter 
what I tried to click on, the Zoom 
link refused to launch. I could hear 
talking, but the screen remained 
image-less. A dis-embodied voice 
suggested I change my ancient 
version of ‘Safari’ to a browser more 
‘woke’, like Google-Chrome.  
It worked.

Up and Zooming…
I became one of twelve mosaic 
faces peering out of their screens, 
into mine. Alison, the young 
woman ‘facilitating’ the meeting, 
went around the group asking 
pertinent questions regarding the 
role each of them played within 
the ‘Care’ organisation sponsoring 
the Group. One way or the other, 
the others came into direct contact 
with the public – which didn’t apply 
to me. I was purely desk-bound. 
Alison saved me until last. By then, 
a couple of mosaic squares were 
devoid of ‘boats’, the others hanging 
on, curious to wonder who I was. 
Alison called my name, and I was 
up and running. I explained that I 
was going to be facilitating a group 
called ‘Taxi Talk’, aimed at cab 
drivers who had retired, or were no 
longer mobile enough to pitch up 
in the likes of Trent Park to enjoy an 
alfresco conflab. I can’t wait. Roll on 
an hour of ‘Taxi Talk’ Zoom!  n TAXI

Columnist | Al Fresco

Al’s newly-found role will be hosting an online video chat called ‘Taxi Talk’ – a virtual meeting 
of like-minded, similarly situated and mostly retired cab drivers on the ‘Zoom’ platform…
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Exclusive | Taxi Charity

London Cab driver Daren Parr, fresh from climbing Kilimanjaro and Meru is now 
planning the group’s next epic challenge…

  Hi Daren, I understand you 
have a new ‘fundraising challenge’ 
to tell us about?

Daren: We do indeed. This one 
is a big one! In January 2023 four 
of us are going to row 3200 miles 
across the Atlantic from Lanzarote 
to Antigua. The Atlantic Dash is 
an ocean rowing regatta where 
everyone has the same goal: to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean.

  That’s massive! How did you 
even come up with this (and think 
it was a good idea)?

Daren: During the pandemic, 
our cab driver friend Rosh 
Varma did some long-distance 
lorry driving. One of his jobs 
was to deliver a hi-tech rowing 
boat to Cadiz, with one of the 
team who would be rowing it 
across the Atlantic as part of the 
Atlantic Dash race.  The rower, 
Billy Taylor, from an adventure 
company called Monkey Fish 
and Rosh spoke constantly about 
crossing the Atlantic, and Rosh 
was hooked. He called me to tell 
me that he wanted us to attempt 
the challenge and as soon as he 
mentioned it, the hairs on my 
neck stood on end and I was in. 
Sadly, Rosh had a stroke last year, 
and recently had a massive set 
back and ended up on a ventilator 
in ICU. Thankfully he is recovering 
slowly, but he won’t be able to 
join us on this challenge.

  So who is on the team?

Daren: I will be joined by cabbies 
John Dillane, Stuart Lockhart, 
and Bob Barber who all climbed 
Kilimanjaro together earlier this 
year. Our team for the 2023 Atlantic 
Dash will be called ‘Cabbies Do 
Atlantic Row’. Having done the 
Mount Kilimanjaro challenge 
together we have built up a great 
relationship – as to attempt this we 
must have 100% trust in each other.

 What will the row be like?

Daren: We will set off from 
Lanzarote in January 2023 and we 
estimate it will take about 60 days 
to reach Antigua. We will row two 
hours on, two hours off, 24 hours 
a day and the only break we might 

get is if storms mean we have to 
drop a sea anchor and take shelter 
inside the boat. We will take all our 
food with us and a desalination 
unit for our drinking water. We will 
have to learn all the safety aspects of 
sailing unsupported, as well as how 
to navigate and how to repair any kit 
we have with us. 

 ‘Sailing unsupported,’ – hmm, 
without wishing to ask a daft 
question… how unsupported will 
you be?

Daren: ‘Unsupported’ means 
exactly that. Although we will have 
access to 24-hour medical support 
via a satellite phone, there’s no 
popping into A&E if we have an 

Cabbies Do 
Atlantic Row!

Daren: In a word, none. We have 
teamed up with the amazing people 
at Fulham Reach Boat Club and they 
are going to help us to prepare. As 
a charity they promote ‘Rowing for 
All’ and aim to give access to rowing 
to a cross-section of the community, 
especially those who are most in 
need because of financial hardship 
or social circumstance. Let’s hope 
we all like rowing as once we set off… 
there is no getting off if we don’t.

 Ben Fogel and James 
Cracknell rowed the Atlantic naked, 
have you considered that?

Daren: As I said to the team, we 
will do anything that makes this row 
more comfortable!

 So how much does something 
like this cost?

Daren: The total cost is about 
£90,000. We are extremely fortunate 
that Avon Marina has donated a 
boat for us to use, which means that 
to make this happen we have to find 
£40,000 which includes £10,000 for 
the 70 days food that we have to take 
with us. We have lots of sponsorship 
options and we do hope that the 
Cab trade gets behind us.

 Who will you be fundraising 
for?

Daren: We will be attempting to 
raise £12,000, which will be divided 
between The Taxi Charity for Military 
Veterans, The Stroke Association, and 
a Tanzanian Orphanage. But it’s not 
just about fundraising. Having seen 
Rosh go through so much after his 
stroke, it is very important that we raise 
awareness of this condition. There 
are more than 100,000 strokes in the 
UK each year causing 38,000 deaths 
and we want to put a spotlight on this 
significant issue and the importance of 
living healthier lifestyles. 

 How can people follow your 
progress?

Daren: Our website will be  
www.cabbiesdoatlanticrow.com and 
we will be on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Facebook. During the regatta we will 
be the only boat that can transmit 
pictures and video of our progress 
and we hope to have lots of interest 
in what we are attempting.  n TAXI

emergency. It could take up to five 
days for urgent help to arrive should 
we need it!

 What are your biggest fears?

Daren: For me it’s sharks – thank 
you Steven Spielberg for the film 
Jaws! But we will also face the 
possibility of storms, capsizing, 
getting ill or even God forbid, dying. 
This demonstrates the enormity of 
the challenge and puts everything 
in perspective. If one of us did die 
during the crossing, there is a real 
possibility we might have to bury 
them at sea!

 So how much rowing 
experience do you have?
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– What sets those with ‘The 
Knowledge’ apart from the rest?

W
hat does it mean to be a professional in 2022? When 
does an occupation or a job become professionalised? 
What makes those with ‘The Knowledge’ different from 
other “… suppliers of transportation services…?” 

A brief background search produces suggestions as to what the make-
up of a ‘professional activity’ might involve. Modern definitions include 
notions of ‘accountability; integrity; competency; knowledge and 
qualifications’ – deprive a Knowledge Boy or Girl of a 5G network and 
these skills would still exist, though some other ‘suppliers of transportation 
services’ might well struggle!

Some of the key ingredients of ‘professionalism’ involve:

‘The deployment of formal certified learning’
Can other ‘suppliers of transportation services’ really claim to be engaged in 
doing this? Possibly, though that might depend on the depth and quality of 
learning involved in order to be accredited. In what world can those that pass 
‘The Knowledge’ be compared to the learning involved to obtain other road-
based transportation service operator licenses?

‘A professional owns the power, skills and freedom to problem 
solve.’ 
It’s pretty certain that an individual having the means to purchase and 
blindly follow a mobile device with a sat-nav app doesn’t meet this threshold. 
‘Knowledge Boys & Girls’ have in-built ‘chips and processors’ that deploy 
real knowledge, in real time. Out on the roads, real professionalism isn’t 
dependent on the battery life of a mobile device or if that device knows that 
the football kicked off late or is going to penalties - which will impact on both 
journey time and route choice.

‘A professional possesses the ability to make decisions in the 
best interests of others.’
We know that this level of responsibility is based on the use of specific, 

localised, operational expertise - rather than hoping a digital device can 
provide an AA graded Knowledge rating of a route selection in line with traffic 
conditions, whilst ensuring a disabled passenger arrives at the entrance to 
their hotel which has suitable wheelchair access and porter assistance.

Those who possess ‘The Knowledge’ and have responded to the strength 
of the calling to the highest standards of the profession don’t just know the 
optimum route within an ever-changing landscape, they know its history 
too. If the formation of a professional identity is also about ‘providing a 
specialised service to society,’ those professionals with the ability to 
share that learning with their passengers are actually, inter-generational 
custodians of present-day and historical London knowledge. Black cab 
drivers are trusted ‘old school influencers’ in relation to the sites, attractions, 
facilities, services and cultural traditions of the capital – including being 
ambassadors of a historic trade, which is known as the best taxi service in the 
world. 

All this, whilst transporting passengers in the most direct and safest 
manner, in accordance with codes, ethics and the standards of a professional 
community of operators.

Those with ‘The Knowledge’ have often picked up and are moving before a 
passenger has informed them of their destination – professionals are not sat 
around backing up traffic, typing postcodes into gadgets, in the hope a device 
can professionalise their practice and make them what they are not.

When people are lost - a professional finds them and gets them where they 
need to go. When they are too tired to go on - a professional takes the reins 
and when they are late for what’s important to them, professional road craft 
and knowledge get them to their destination safely and quickly. 

So how are those with ‘The Knowledge’ valued and whose responsibility 
should it be to promote the identities and activities of such professionals, in 
turn separating them from other “suppliers of transportation services…?”

You are professionals. We know it.

Let’s ensure everybody else knows it and values it too.

‘The 
Professionals’

n The LTDA are here to represent, protect and ensure recognition of the  
professional practice, identity and standards of our members.
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LINAGE

CABS WANTED 
l Cabs urgently wanted, plated or 
de-commissioned Any condition, 
cash same day, collection service - 
Roy 07305 160361x

l All cabs wanted. Tx4, euro 4, 5 & 
6 also TXE wanted We come to you, 
any condition, very quick decision. 
cash paid instantly. 07702 554934

l We want your taxi! We come to 
you. Any condition, quick decision. 
Instant cash paid 07763 699767 

l All de-commissioned good 
quality TX4s wanted. Instant 
decision, cash paid. We come to you. 
Also white TX4 elegance wanted 
07973 335739 or 01253 407500

l De-commissioned your tx4’s 
and Euro 5’s? Earn more by selling 
outside London. We pay cash, 
collect, and drive away. Definitely 
still buying. John 07702 554934

CABS FOR SALE
l Taxis for sale Euro6 66 plate 
£23,000 ONO - 0771482148

l Cabs for sale. Main Dealer 
service history. Non-fleet cabs. 
New stock daily. Cabs also wanted. 
Finance Paid 07957 465423

l TX4s TO RENT! Essex based full 
back up – 07824630247

l Mercedes vito taxi for sale, 67 
plate 78,000 miles, Mercedes full 
service pack up to 150,000 miles 26 
months extended warranty plate 
runs out June 2022, colour dark blue, 
£26,500 - 07932702151

l New Vito 67, only 30,000 miles in 
west London, drives like new £290 
per week 07900673322

l 65 plate black euro 6 elegance 1 
owner from new Ascots, Full Ascotts 
service history 103,000 miles recaro 
seats, new battery - 07802986690

l TX4, 66 reg taxi for sale £22,500 
based in Brentford call - 07736743159

CABS FOR RENT
l All North/West Vitos. Full 
Flat/Part time/ Odd Days/ Shifts 
from £180, Full garage backup AA 
Membership -  07549 102030 

l Brand new cabs for hire no 
ads RAC and full backup. Pay 
weekly directly into bank account – 
07980288333 

l A TX4 from £200pw. Based 
in Kingsbury. NW London. AA 
Backup. 0208 200 8488. 07956 422658

l All Mercedes vitos for rent, full 
backup, prices starting from £220 
please call – 07956211478

CABS FOR RENT

CABS FOR RENT

CABS FOR RENT

CABS WANTED

Ascott's maintained.
Pay by cash/bank/online.
Mercs also available

TX4s TO RENT

07957 465423 
e16-taxirentals.co.uk

M I N I M U M  3  YE A R  C O M P R E HE N S I V E  WA R R A N T Y, 
I N C L UD I N G  BAT T E RY

I N C L UDE S  A  C O M P L I M E N TA RY  A N N UA L 
HE A LT H  C HE C K

TA I LO R E D  1 0 0  P O I N T  C HE C K  CA R R I E D  O U T  
BY  A  M A N UFAC T U R E R  T R A I N E D  E V  T E C HN I C I A N

O N LY  AVA I L A B L E  AT  L E VC  L O N D O N  C E N T R A L  
Search the stock at www.levc.com/recharged or call 020 7700 0888

TAXI
AD FREE

TX4 & NEW TX4 
EURO 6’S FOR RENT

LOOKING TO SAVE MONEY? 
A cab to suit all budgets 

that puts you as a 
customer first.

CALL: 07738 162 518

TX4 CABS TO RENT
SPECIAL INTRODUCTION 

RATES FOR DRIVERS GOING 
BACK TO WORK

De-commissioned your 
TX4’s and Euro 5’s?

John 
07702 554934

Earn more by selling 
outside London. 

We pay cash, collect 
and drive away. 
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Columnist | Musher Meg

to Elizabeth’s birthday party.”
His Missus elbowed him in the ribs 

and said, “How is she supposed to 
know who Elizabeth is?” 
“It’s not Her Majesty, is it?”  I quipped.

“She’s 96, isn’t she?” he 
answered. “This Elizabeth is six!”

The full story turned out to 
be that their friends, a couple 
who lived out in Aylesbury, were 
throwing their daughter her sixth 
birthday party at The Dorchester. 
The invite instructed ‘dress to 
impress’ and ‘hats required.’

I gave a low whistle and 
commented, “How the other half 
live, eh?” “No way” said the fella in 
the back, “My mate’s a bus driver 
and she’s a dinner lady! These 
kiddies’ parties are all kicking off – 
everyone’s trying to outdo everyone.”

Violins
It made me think about my birthday 
parties. That didn’t take long 
because I never had a birthday 

A couple of days ago I 
picked up a couple at 
Baker Street Station. 
They were dressed up 

to the nines and heading to The 
Dorchester. The bloke was a bit 
moany, grumbling about it was close 
enough to have walked to and she 
in her tight dress, big hat, and high 
heels, was having none of it…

London's nosiest 
woman
He was carrying a huge box, 
beautifully wrapped in sparkly 
paper, and topped with a massive 
red velvet bow.

“You two off to a wedding?” I 
asked. And yes, I know I am the 
nosiest woman in London before 
you think or say it.

“Nah” the fella said, “We’re going 

party. My house was too small, and 
my mum and dad had no money, 
and it wasn’t something we did. 
Ever. No need to get your violins out, 
but my birthday treat was orange 
flavoured jelly with evaporated milk.

Barred
The mini megs had parties aplenty. 
Sometimes in Pizzaland. Until we 
were barred from Pizzaland after 
playing a game that involved turning 
the blindfolded children round and 
round and asking them, dizzy, to 
go pin a tail on the donkey poster 
on the wall. We had an upset when 
two eight-year-olds, heads spinning, 
chucked up their cheese and tomato 
pizzas onto the carpet and a third, 
disorientated, walked through the 
vomit before he stuck the tail pin 
into the thigh of the waitress.

A misunderstanding, 
officer
Another memorable bash was a 

u  A1 Taxis, Melody Lane, Highbury, N5
u  Abacus Accounts, Southbrook Road, 

Lee, SE12
u  Astral Café, Regency Place, SW1
u  Bubbles Car Wash, E2
u  C & S Taxis, Dunbridge Street, E2
u  Cabsurance, Seven Kings
u  Camberfield Taxi Services
u  Computer Cab, Mitre Way, W12
u  Coney Allen, Dunbridge Street, E1
u  CP Beehive Service Station,  

Beehive Lane, Gants Hill
u  Cricklewood Carriers, Cricklewood
u  Dial A Cab, City Road, N1
u  Edgware Station Rank
u  Euston Station Rank
u  G & L Taxis, Crayford Road, N7
u  Globe Transmissions,  

Cudworth Street, E1
u  The Ham, Brentford
u  Heathrow Airport Canteen
u  Hexagon Garage, Lukin Street, E1
u  Jet Garage, Clipstone Street, W1
u  Knowledge Centre, Caledonian Road
u  KPM, Hemming Street, E1
u  London City Airport Canteen
u  LP Motors, Dunbridge Street, E2
u  Martin Cordell, Thomas Road, E14
u  Paddington Station Rank
u  Putney Bridge Taxis, The Arches, 

Putney Bridge Station, SW6
u  Richmond Road Taxi Centre, E8
u  Safewise Supermarket, Harrow
u  South Bank Service Station,  

Great Suffolk Street, SE1
u  TAXI HOUSE, Great Suffolk Street, SE1
u  Taxi & Private Hire, Blackfriars Rd, SE1
u  Temple Place Shelter
u  Turbo Accessories, Three Colts Lane, E2
u  Ubiquitous Ltd, E1
u  Waterloo Station
u  Wimbledon Station Rank
u  WizAnn Knowledge School,  

Watts Grove, E3
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CROSSWORD LETTERBOX

SUDOKU SET SQUARE
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ELECTRIC DREAMS

Lockdown blues seem to be getting 
to everyone and since my last 
column I have had lots of drivers 

asking, via the editor, how I managed 
to secure the work, and now school runs 
that I have.

Adversity to Routine
Pre Covid, the one thing that I never 
wanted was a regular job, I know some 
cabbies have always strived to get regular 
jobs and pre book airport rides etc, but 
for my style of irregular hours and days it 
never appealed. The attraction to me of 
cabbing was being able to come and go 
as I pleased, switch my hours about and 
have the odd lay-in on a workday.

How times have changed - and so have 
I. When it fi rst happened, I had a simple 
fl yer drawn up, with a picture of my TXE 
and a few bullet points, fi xed fares, safe 
travel, air conditioned, fully partitioned, 
sanitised after every trip etc. I then 
started putting them through doors 

JOE THE TXE

“I would suggest, printing a � yer and going door to door has to be worth a punt? Sitting in front of 
daytime TV and worrying won’t solve it.”

NEW NORMAL LOOKING 
MORE LOCAL FOR JOE

within a few streets. I then had the fl yer 
done professionally and 5000 printed for 
less than £200 and I ventured further and 
further afi eld advertising across my little 
bit of suburbia. The fi rst two bites were 
two regular City and return jobs, one of 
which I still do, and then I started getting 
doctor, hospital and supermarket runs 
and eventually a contract with my local 
medical centre.

Popping Home for Lunch
I have single handed almost put the local 

minicab offi ce out of business, to the point 
where they asked me to work for them 
fulfi lling small business contracts. By the 
time they asked, I didn’t need them - a 
few weeks earlier and I might have had a 
dilemma on my hands!

Customers love the cab, everyone 
appreciates the clean credentials and 
comments on how I am always jumping 
out, cleaning the cab and helping with 
fetching and carrying, with gloves, 
hand gel and a mask. Moneywise, I 
am now earning almost what I was in 

town, I am doing more hours but its all 
local and I am popping home for lunch 
between jobs, charging the cab and 
spending a lot of time hanging around 
waiting. It never rains but it pours is 
the saying and whilst some afternoons 
I have nothing, other days I have 4 jobs 
at the same time and I now have two 
local TXE owning cabbies helping me 
cover these occasions.

Three Roads to Success
I put this small success down to three 
things: my idea and efforts to try 
and source local work, my TXE and 
accepting lower fares (but more of them), 
all paid on my contactless reader.

It does not look like London will 
return to anything like normal for a 
long time, I would suggest, depending 
on where you live, that printing the fl yer 
and going door to door has to be worth 
a punt? Sitting in front of daytime TV 
and worrying won’t solve it. If nothing 
else, the hours of walking I put in on my 
leafl et campaign got me a bit fi tter, has 
to be worth a try? ◆
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Crossword

C U S T A R D C R E A M
O P N O A S O
M E A N T W R I T H E D
I S I N N D
C O M A D E S C A L E S
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C U D D L E F A S T E N
R I E B T T
A N C E S T R Y M I L O
V S I M N N
A N N O Y E D A N G U S
T O O A S G E

T R O U B L E S H O O T
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1 7 6 8 2
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SUDOKU

seventh birthday sleepover party 
at home for the miniest Meg. This 
happened to coincide with the 
arrival of our new collie puppy. The 
doorbell kept going with parents 
dropping off their girls and as each 
arrived, we sent them straight 
upstairs to our daughter’s bedroom 
where they were gathering. 

‘Ding dong’ went the bell. Mr 
Meg opened it to find a little girl 
on the doorstep. He smiled and 
said, “Go straight upstairs and  
I’ll be up to show you my puppy in 
a minute.”

The dad, stood just behind her 
lunged at Mr Meg and threatened 
to ‘sort him out good and proper.’

Turned out the little girl 
was nothing to do with the 
miniest Meg’s party, she was a 
local child going door to door 
collecting sponsorship for a 
charity cupcake bake. It was all a 
misunderstanding, officer. Parties 
are such fun.                            n TAXI

Apparently, there’s no need to get your violins out, but 
Meg’s birthday treat was orange flavoured jelly with evaporated milk.

A woman of words

Party 
People

Letterbox

M E E K
A X L E
R I S E
S T E P

Set Square
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Black Taxi
rentals

BRAND NEW
TOP OF THE RANGE 
TXE VISTA COMFORT PLUS
AVAILABLE NOW!

TX4 ELEGANCE
FROM 210PW

TXE
FROM 335PW

CALL NOW 
0208 807 7931

UNIT 7, 
DOMINION BUSINESS PARK, 

GOODWIN ROAD, 
EDMONTON N9 0BG

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

London’s finest elite fleet of taxis and drivers
l 24hr Backup Service l Cabs Bought for Cash 
l Full Garage Facilities l Full RAC Cover 
l Spare Cabs Available l Newly Qualified Drivers Welcome



@TheLTDAwww.ltda.co.uk

36

We Speak Your Language
With exclusive schemes and specialist knowledge 

why would you use anyone else?

www.quotax.netQuotax Insurance Services is a trading name of London Taxi Insurance authorised and regulated by the FCA (504042)

To see how much you could save call

0208 691 9691
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